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Information for Residents  
of Nova Scotia 

What's new for 2011? 
The basic  personal  amount  has increased to $8,481.  In  addi t ion,  many 
other  non-refundable tax credi ts  have a lso increased.  

The $10,000 l imi t  for  the a l lowable amount  of  medical  expenses for  
other  dependants has been e l iminated.  

These measures may reduce the amount  of  Nova Scot ia tax that  you 
pay.   

Form NS428,  NOVA SCOTIA  TAX AND CREDITS,  ref lects these changes.  
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General information 
Nova Scotia Child Benefit  
The Nova Scot ia Chi ld  Benef i t  (NSCB) is  a non- taxable month ly  
payment  to help low- and modest- income fami l ies wi th the cost  of  
ra is ing chi ldren under 18 years of  age.  Benef i ts  are combined wi th the 
Canada Chi ld  Tax Benef i t  in to one monthly  payment .  

You do not  have to apply separate ly  to receive payments under the 
NSCB program. We wi l l  use the in format ion f rom your  Canada Chi ld  
Benef i ts  appl icat ion to determine your  e l ig ib i l i ty  for  the NSCB. 

For  more in format ion on payment  amounts,  see Booklet  T4114,  
CANADA CHILD BENEFITS.  

File your tax return  –  You (and your  spouse or  common- law par tner)  
should f i le  your  2011 tax return(s)  as soon as possib le.  The 
in format ion you g ive on your  return(s)  wi l l  determine your  NSCB 
amount  s tar t ing in  July  2012.  
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This  benef i t  is  fu l ly  funded by the Province of  Nova Scot ia.  For  
more in format ion,  ca l l  the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) at  
1-800-387-1193.  

Nova Scotia Affordable Living Tax Credit 
The Nova Scot ia Af fordable L iv ing Tax Credi t  (NSALTC) is  a non-  
taxable quar ter ly  payment  to make l i fe  more af fordable for  low- and 
modest- income indiv iduals and fami l ies.  For  more in format ion on 
payment  amounts,  see Booklet  RC4210,  GST/HST CREDIT.   

To get  th is  credi t ,  you (or  your  spouse or  common- law par tner)  should 
apply for  the GST/HST credi t  on page 6 [1]  of  your  (or  your  spouse's  
or  common- law par tner 's)  tax return.  This  credi t  wi l l  be combined wi th 
the federal  GST/HST credi t .   

File your tax return  –  You (and your  spouse or  common- law par tner)  
should f i le  your  2011 tax return(s)  as soon as possib le.  The 
in format ion you g ive on your  return(s)  wi l l  determine your  NSALTC 
amount  s tar t ing in  July  2012.  
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This  credi t  is  fu l ly  funded by the Province of  Nova Scot ia.  For  more 
in format ion,  ca l l  the CRA at  1-800-959-1953.  

For more information 
I f  you have quest ions about  Nova Scotia tax and credits,  v is i t  the 
CRA Web s i te at  www.cra.gc.ca  or  ca l l  the CRA at  1-800-959-8281.   

To get  forms,  go to www.cra.gc.ca/forms or cal l  1-800-959-2221.  

I f  you have speci f ic  quest ions about  the Equi ty  tax credi t ,  
Labour-sponsored venture capi ta l  tax credi t ,  Graduate retent ion 
rebate,  and the Volunteer  f i re f ighters and ground search and rescue 
tax credi t ,  contact :   

Department  of  F inance 
Government  of  Nova Scot ia 
P.O. Box 187 
Hal i fax NS  B3J 2N3 

You can a lso go to www.gov.ns.ca/f inance/en/home/taxation on the 
Nova Scot ia Department  of  F inance Web s i te.   
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I f  you have speci f ic  quest ions about  the e l ig ib i l i ty  of  a spor t  or  
recreat ional  act iv i ty  for  the Nova Scotia sport  and recreat ional  
expenses for chi ldren tax credit ,  ca l l  the Nova Scot ia Department  of  
Heal th Promot ion and Protect ion at  1-866-231-3882.  

I f  you have quest ions about  the  Nova Scotia pol i t ical  contr ibution 
tax credit ,  contact :  

Of f ice of  the Chief  Electora l  Of f icer  
Government  of  Nova Scot ia 
P.O. Box 2246 
Hal i fax NS  B3J 3C8 

Completing your Nova Scotia form 
Al l  the in format ion you need to calculate your  Nova Scot ia tax and 
credi ts  is  inc luded on the fo l lowing pages.   

You wi l l  f ind two copies of  Form NS428,  NOVA SCOTIA  TAX AND 
CREDITS,  in  th is  book.  At tach a completed copy of  Form NS428 to your  
return.  
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The fo l lowing in format ion wi l l  he lp you complete Form NS428.   

The terms spouse and common-law partner  are def ined in  the 
GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  GUIDE.  

The term end of  the year  means December 31,  2011,  the date you lef t  
Canada i f  you emigrated in  2011,  or  the date of  death for  a person 
who d ied in  2011.  

Tax Tip 
A number of  Nova Scot ia tax measures are d is t inct  f rom 
corresponding federal  measures.  However,  many ru les for  
ca lculat ing Nova Scot ia tax are st i l l  based on the federal  INCOME 
TAX ACT.  As a resul t ,  you may f ind i t  easier  to  calculate your  federal  
tax f i rs t .  Your tota l  taxes payable wi l l  be the same, no mat ter  which 
tax you calculate f i rs t .  

Form NS428, Nova Scotia Tax and Credits 
Complete Form NS428 i f  you were a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia at  the 
end of  the year .   
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I f  you had income f rom a business wi th a permanent  establ ishment  
outs ide Nova Scot ia,  complete Form T2203,  PROVINCIAL  AND 
TERRITORIAL  TAXES FOR 2011 – MULTIPLE JURISDICT IONS,  instead of  
complet ing Form NS428.  

You a lso have to complete Form NS428 i f  you were a non-res ident  of  
Canada in 2011 and you earned income f rom employment  in  
Nova Scot ia or  received income f rom a business wi th a permanent  
establ ishment  only  in  Nova Scot ia.  

Step 1 – Nova Scotia non-refundable tax credits 
The e l ig ib i l i ty  cr i ter ia  and ru les for  c la iming the Nova Scot ia non-  
refundable tax credi ts  are the same as for  the federal  non-refundable 
tax credi ts .  However,  the  value and calculat ion of  most Nova Scotia 
non-refundable tax credits are dif ferent from the corresponding 
federal  credits.  

To calculate some of  the non-refundable tax credi ts ,  use the 
PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET in th is  book.  
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Newcomers to Canada and emigrants 

I f  you prorated any of  the amounts you c la imed on l ines 300 to 306,  
315,  316,  318,  324,  and 326 of  your  federal  Schedule 1,  you have to 
prorate the corresponding prov inc ia l  amounts on l ines 5804 to 5820,  
5840,  5844,  5848,  5860,  and 5864.  

Line 5804 – Basic personal  amount 

Claim $8,481.  

Line 5808 – Age amount 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  you were 65 years of  age or  o lder  on 
December 31,  2011,  and your  net  income ( l ine 236 of  your  return)  is  
less than $58,435.  

I f  your  net  income is :  

• $30,828 or  less,  enter  $4,141 on l ine 5808;  or  

• more than $30,828 but  less than $58,435,  complete the calculat ion 
for  l ine 5808 on the PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET in th is  book.  
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Tax Tip 
You may be able to t ransfer  a l l  or  par t  of  your  age amount  to your  
spouse or  common- law par tner  or  to  c la im al l  or  par t  o f  h is  or  her  
age amount .  For  more in format ion,  see l ine 5864.  

Line 5812 – Spouse or common-law partner amount 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the amount  
on l ine 303 of  federal  Schedule 1 and your  spouse's  or  common- law 
par tner 's  net  income ( l ine 236 of  h is  or  her  return,  or  the amount  that  
i t  would be i f  he or  she f i led a return)  is  less than $7,921.  

Complete the calculat ion on Form NS428,  and enter  the amount  on 
l ine 5812.  

Note 
Enter  your  mar i ta l  s tatus and the in format ion about  your  spouse or  
common- law par tner  ( inc luding h is  or  her  net  income, even i f  i t  is  
zero)  in  the " Ident i f icat ion"  area on pages 3 and 4 [1]  of  your  return.  
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Line 5816 – Amount for an el igible dependant 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the amount  
on l ine 305 of  federal  Schedule 1 and your  dependant 's  net  income 
( l ine 236 of  h is  or  her  return,  or  the amount  that  i t  would be i f  he or  
she f i led a return)  is  less than $7,921.  

Complete the calculat ion on Form NS428,  and enter  the amount  on 
l ine 5816.  

Note 
I f  you were a single parent on December 31,  2011,  and you choose 
to inc lude a l l  Universal  Chi ld  Care Benef i t  amounts you received in  
2011 in the income of  your  dependant ,  inc lude th is  amount  in  the 
calculat ion of  h is  or  her  net  income. 

I f  you have not  a l ready completed federal  Schedule 5,  complete and 
at tach i t  to  your  return.   

Line 5820 – Amount for inf irm dependants age 18 or older 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the amount  
on l ine 306 of  federal  Schedule 1 and your  dependant 's  net  income 
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( l ine 236 of  h is  or  her  return,  or  the amount  that  i t  would be i f  he or  
she f i led a return)  is  less than $8,481.   

Complete the calculat ion for  l ine 5820 on the PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET 
in th is  book.  

Line 5823 – Amount for young chi ldren 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  you were a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia at  the 
end of  the year  and you had a dependent  ch i ld  who was less than 
s ix  years of  age.   

You can c la im $100 per  month for  each chi ld ,  i f  al l  o f  the fo l lowing 
condi t ions are met :  

• the chi ld  was less than s ix  years of  age and l iv ing wi th you on the 
f i rs t  day of  the month;   

• no one e lse c la imed the amount  for  young chi ldren for  the chi ld  for  
the month you are c la iming;  

• the chi ld  has not  been c la imed by you or  anyone e lse as an e l ig ib le 
dependant  on l ine 5816;  and 
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• no one has received a specia l  a l lowance under the CHILDREN'S  
SPECIAL  ALLOWANCES ACT for  the chi ld  for  the month you are 
c la iming.  

I f  you had a spouse or  common- law par tner  at  the end of  the year ,  
only  the person wi th the lower net  income  ( inc luding zero income) 
can c la im th is  amount .  

I f  you and your  spouse or  common- law par tner  have equal  net  
incomes,  you have to decide which one  o f  you wi l l  c la im th is  amount .  

Complete the "Deta i ls  of  amount  for  young chi ldren"  char t  in  Step 3 of  
Form NS428.  I t  is  important  that  you provide the deta i ls  for  each chi ld  
you are c la iming,  inc luding the number of  months you are c la iming for  
that  ch i ld .  

Enter  the total  number of  months you are c la iming for  al l  chi ldren 
beside  box 6372  o f  Form NS428.  

Cla im $100 for  each month,  and enter  the tota l  amount  on l ine 5823.  
The maximum amount  you can c la im for  2011 is  $1,200 for  each 
dependent  ch i ld .  
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Line 5824 – CPP or QPP contr ibutions through employment 

Enter  on th is  l ine the amount  you c la imed on l ine 308 of  your  federal  
Schedule 1.  

Line 5828 – CPP or QPP contr ibutions on self -employment and 
other earnings 

Enter  on th is  l ine the amount  you c la imed on l ine 310 of  your  federal  
Schedule 1.  

Line 5832 – Employment Insurance premiums through employment 

Enter  on th is  l ine the amount  you c la imed on l ine 312 of  your  federal  
Schedule 1.  

Line 5829 – Employment Insurance premiums on self -employment 
and other el igible earnings 

Enter  on th is  l ine the amount  you c la imed on l ine 317 of  your  federal  
Schedule 1.  
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Line 5836 – Pension income amount 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  you met  the ru les for  c la iming the 
amount  on l ine 314 of  federal  Schedule 1.  

The amount  you can c la im on l ine 5836 is  the amount  on l ine 314 of  
your  federal  Schedule 1 or  $1,173,  whichever  is  less.  

Note 
Only res idents of  Nova Scot ia are e l ig ib le for  th is  amount .  I f  you are 
not  a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia,  you cannot  c la im th is  non-refundable 
tax credi t  in  ca lculat ing your  Nova Scot ia tax even though you may 
have received income f rom a source ins ide Nova Scot ia in  2011.  

Line 5840 – Caregiver amount 

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the amount  
on l ine 315 of  federal  Schedule 1 and your  dependant 's  net  income 
( l ine 236 of  h is  or  her  return,  or  the amount  that  i t  would be i f  he or  
she f i led a return)  is  less than $18,575.  

Complete the calculat ion for  l ine 5840 on the PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET 
in th is  book.  
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Line 5844 – Disabi l i ty amount ( for self )  

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  you met  the ru les for  c la iming the 
amount  on l ine 316 of  federal  Schedule 1.  

• I f  you were 18 years of  age or older  a t  the end of  the year ,  enter  
$5,035 on l ine 5844.  

• I f  you were under 18 years of  age  a t  the end of  the year ,  you may 
be e l ig ib le to c la im a supplement  up to a maximum of  $3,449 in  
addi t ion to the d isabi l i ty  amount  of  $5,035.  Complete the 
calculat ion for  l ine 5844 on the PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET in  th is  book.  

Line 5848 – Disabi l i ty amount transferred from a  dependant  

You can c la im th is  amount  i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the amount  
on l ine 318 of  federal  Schedule 1.  Complete the calculat ion for  
l ine 5848 on the PROVINCIAL  WORKSHEET in th is  book.  

Line 5849 – Sport  and recreat ional  expenses for  chi ldren 

The e l ig ib le expenses you can c la im are the amounts you or  your  
spouse or  common- law par tner  paid in  2011 for  the regis t rat ion of  an 
e l ig ib le chi ld  in  a designated spor t  or  recreat ional  act iv i ty .  
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Who is an el igible chi ld? 

An el ig ib le chi ld  is  one who is  under 18 years of  age at  the end of  the 
year ,  and:  

• your chi ld  by b lood,  marr iage,  common- law par tnership,  or  
adopt ion;  

• dependent  on you for  support  and under your  custody and contro l ;  
or  

• a spouse or  common- law par tner  of  your  chi ld .  

How to claim 

You can c la im spor t  and recreat ional  expenses up to a maximum of  
$500 per  chi ld .  

The two parents can spl i t  the credi t  amount  as long as the combined 
tota l  c la im is  not  more than the e l ig ib le amount  before the spl i t .  

Enter  on l ine 5849 the tota l  amount  you are c la iming for  a l l  e l ig ib le 
chi ldren.  
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For  more in format ion on designated spor ts  and recreat ional  act iv i t ies,  
contact  the Nova Scot ia Department  of  Heal th Promot ion and 
Protect ion ( read "For  more in format ion"  on page 4 [1]  ) .  

Support ing documents – I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly  or  f i l ing a 
paper return,  do not  send any documents.  Keep a l l  your  documents in  
case we ask to see them at  a la ter  date.  

Line 5852 – Interest  paid on your student loans 

Enter  on th is  l ine the amount  you c la imed on l ine 319 of  your  federal  
Schedule 1.  

Line 5856 – Your tuit ion and education amounts 

Complete Schedule NS(S11),  PROVINCIAL  TUIT ION AND EDUCATION 
AMOUNTS.  

Support ing documents – I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  your  
documents in  case we ask to see them at  a la ter  date.  I f  you are f i l ing 
a paper return,  attach your completed Schedule NS(S11),  but  do 
not  send your  other  documents.  Keep a l l  your  documents in  case we 
ask to see them at  a la ter  date.  
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Transferr ing and carrying forward amounts 

You may not  need a l l  o f  your  2011 tu i t ion and educat ion amounts to 
reduce your  prov inc ia l  income tax to zero.  In  th is  case,  you can 
transfer  a l l  or  some of  the unused par t  to  one person,  e i ther  to your  
spouse or  common- law par tner  (who would c la im i t  on l ine 5864) or  to  
your  or  your  spouse's  or  common- law par tner 's  parent  or  grandparent  
(who would c la im i t  on l ine 5860).  

You can only t ransfer  an amount  to your  parent  or  grandparent ,  or  
your  spouse's  or  common- law par tner 's  parent  or  grandparent ,  i f  your  
spouse or  common- law par tner  does not  c la im an amount  for  you on 
l ine 5812 or  5864.  

Complete the "Transfer /Carryforward of  unused amount"  sect ion of  
Schedule NS(S11) to calculate the prov inc ia l  amount  avai lab le to 
t ransfer ,  as wel l  as Form T2202,  EDUCATION AND TEXTBOOK AMOUNTS 
CERTIF ICATE,  T2202A, TUIT ION,  EDUCATION,  AND TEXTBOOK AMOUNTS 
CERTIF ICATE,  TL11A, TUIT ION,  EDUCATION,  AND TEXTBOOK AMOUNTS 
CERTIF ICATE – UNIVERSITY OUTSIDE CANADA,  TL11B,  TUIT ION,  
EDUCATION,  AND TEXTBOOK AMOUNTS CERTIF ICATE – FLYING SCHOOL OR 
CLUB,  or  TL11C,  TUIT ION,  EDUCATION,  AND TEXTBOOK AMOUNTS 
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CERTIF ICATE – COMMUTER TO THE UNITED STATES,  to  designate who can 
c la im the t ransferred amount  and to speci fy  the amount  th is  person 
can c la im.  This amount  may be d i f ferent  f rom the amount  calculated 
for  the same person on your  federal  Schedule 11.  Enter  the prov inc ia l  
amount  you are t ransferr ing on l ine 20 of  your  Schedule NS(S11).  

Tax Tip 
I f  you are t ransferr ing an amount  to a designated indiv idual ,  only  
t ransfer  the amount  th is  person can use.  That  way,  you can carry 
forward as much as possib le to use in  a future year .   

Complete the "Transfer /Carryforward of  unused amount"  sect ion of  
Schedule NS(S11) to calculate the amount  you can carry forward  to  a 
future year .  This  amount  corresponds to the par t  of  your  tu i t ion and 
educat ion amounts you do not  need to use (and do not  t ransfer)  for  
the year .  

Line 5860 – Tuit ion and education amounts transferred from a 
chi ld 

You can c la im these amounts i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming an 
amount  on l ine 324 of  federal  Schedule 1.  
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Enter  on l ine 5860 the tota l  o f  a l l  prov inc ia l  amounts that  each 
student  has t ransferred to you as shown on h is  or  her  Form T2202,  
T2202A, TL11A, TL11B, or  TL11C.  

Notes 
The student  must have entered this amount on l ine 20  o f  h is  or  
her  Schedule NS(S11).  He or  she may have chosen to t ransfer  an 
amount  that  is  less than the avai lable prov inc ia l  amount .  The 
student  cannot  t ransfer  to  you any unused tu i t ion and educat ion 
amounts carr ied forward f rom a prev ious year .  

I f  you and the student  were res idents of  d i f ferent  prov inces or  
terr i tor ies on December 31,  2011,  specia l  ru les may apply.  Cal l  the 
Canada Revenue Agency to determine the amount  you can c la im on 
l ine 5860.  

Other  ru les may apply i f  the student  has a spouse or  a common- law 
par tner .  See l ine 324 in the GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  
GUIDE.   

Support ing documents – I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly  or  f i l ing a 
paper return,  do not  send any documents.  Keep a l l  your  documents in  
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case we ask to see them at  a la ter  date.  The student  must  at tach 
Schedule NS(S11) to h is  or  her  paper return.  

Line 5864 – Amounts transferred from your spouse or common-law 
partner 

You can c la im these amounts i f  the ru les are met  for  c la iming the 
amount  on l ine 326 of  federal  Schedule 1.   

Complete Schedule NS(S2),  PROVINCIAL  AMOUNTS TRANSFERRED FROM 
YOUR SPOUSE OR COMMON-LAW PARTNER,  and at tach a copy to your  
return.  

Line 5868 – Medical  expenses for self ,  spouse or common-law 
partner,  and your dependent chi ldren born in 1994 or later  

The medical  expenses you can c la im on l ine 5868 are the same as 
those you can c la im on l ine 330 of  your  federal  Schedule 1.  They have 
to cover  the same 12-month period  ending in  2011,  and no one has 
c la imed them on a 2010 return.  Your tota l  expenses have to be more 
than e i ther  3%  o f  your  net  income ( l ine 236 of  your  return)  or  $1,637,  
whichever  is  less.  
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Note 
I f  the tota l  medical  expenses c la imed are more than $1,637 but  less 
than $2,052,  i t  is  important  that  you enter  the amount  on l ine 5868 
and on l ine  330 of  your  federal  Schedule 1.  

Line 5872 – Al lowable amount of  medical  expenses for other 
dependants 

In  addi t ion to the medical  expenses c la imed on l ine 5868,  you can 
c la im medical  expenses for  other  dependants.   

The medical  expenses you can c la im on l ine 5872 are the same as 
those you can c la im on l ine 331 of  your  federal  Schedule 1.  They have 
to cover  the same 12-month period  ending in  2011,  and no one has 
c la imed them on a 2010 return.   

The tota l  expenses for  each dependant  have to be more than e i ther  
3%  o f  that  dependant 's  net  income ( l ine 236 of  h is  or  her  return)  or  
$1,637,  whichever  is  less.   

Complete the calculat ion for  l ine 5872 on the PROVINCIAL WORKSHEET 
in  th is  book.  
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Line 5896 – Donations and gif ts 

Enter  the amounts f rom l ines 345 and 347 of  your  federal  Schedule 9 
and mul t ip ly  them by the rates at  l ines 28 and 29 of  Form NS428.  

Step 2 – Nova Scotia tax on taxable income 
Enter  on l ine 32 your  taxable income f rom l ine 260 of  your  return.  
Complete the appropr iate column depending on the amount  entered.  

Step 3 – Nova Scotia tax  
Line 41 – Nova Scotia tax on spl i t  income 

I f  you have to pay federal  tax on spl i t  income on l ine 424 of  your  
federal  Schedule 1,  complete Part  2 of  Form T1206,  TAX ON SPLIT  
INCOME,  to calculate the provinc ia l  tax that  appl ies to th is  income.  

Form T1206 a lso conta ins a specia l  ru le that  appl ies to the amount  
you enter  on l ine 428 of  your  return.  You can f ind in format ion on tax 
on spl i t  income in the GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  GUIDE.  
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Line 49 – Nova Scotia addit ional  tax for minimum tax purposes 

I f  you have to pay federal  min imum tax as calculated on Form T691,  
ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX,  you wi l l  a lso have to determine your  Nova 
Scot ia addi t ional  tax for  min imum tax purposes.   

To do th is ,  complete the calculat ion on l ine 49 of  Form NS428.  You 
can f ind in format ion about  min imum tax in  the  GENERAL INCOME TAX 
AND BENEFIT  GUIDE.  

Line 51 – Provincial  foreign tax credit  

I f  your  federal  fore ign tax credi t  on non-business income is  less than 
the re lated tax you paid to a fore ign country,  you may be e l ig ib le to 
c la im a prov inc ia l  fore ign tax credi t .  

To c la im the credi t ,  get  Form T2036,  PROVINCIAL  OR TERRITORIAL  
FOREIGN TAX CREDIT,  f rom the CRA's  Web s i te  or  by contact ing us 
(see "For  more in format ion"  on page 4 [1]  ) .  

Enter ,  on l ine 51 of  Form NS428,  the tax credi t  ca lcu lated on l ine 5 of  
Form T2036.  
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Support ing documents  –  At tach Form T2036 to your  paper return.  
I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  your  documents in  case we ask 
to see them at  a la ter  date.   

Nova Scotia research and development tax credit  recapture 

I f  a  par tnership of  which you are a member,  or  a t rust  of  which you 
are a benef ic iary,  acqui red property  f rom a corporat ion in  a non-arm's 
length t ransact ion and,  in  2011,  conver ted the property  to commercia l  
use or  d isposed of  i t ,  you may have to inc lude in your  Nova Scot ia tax 
payable a l l  or  par t  o f  the Nova Scot ia research and development  tax 
credi t  prev iously  c la imed by the corporat ion for  the property .  

For  more in format ion on the Nova Scot ia research and development  
tax credi t  recapture,  inc luding inst ruct ions on how to calculate and 
report  th is  amount ,  contact  us (see "For  more in format ion"  on 
page 4 [1]  ) .  
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Nova Scotia low-income tax reduction 

You can  c la im th is  tax reduct ion i f  you were a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia 
on December 31,  2011,  and any  o f  the fo l lowing condi t ions appl ied to 
you:  

• you were 19 years of  age or  o lder ;  

• you had a spouse or  common- law par tner ;  or  

• you were a parent .  

I f  you had a spouse or  common- law par tner  on December 31,  2011,  
you and your  spouse or  common- law par tner  must  decide who wi l l  
c la im th is  low- income tax reduct ion.  Only one of  you can make th is  
c la im for  your  fami ly .  

You cannot  c la im the tax reduct ion i f ,  on December 31,  2011,  you 
were conf ined to a pr ison or  a s imi lar  inst i tu t ion and had been there 
for  a tota l  o f  more than s ix  months dur ing 2011.  

I f  you are prepar ing a return for  a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia who d ied in  
2011,  the tax reduct ion can be c la imed on the deceased person's  f ina l  
return.  I f  the deceased person had a spouse or  common- law par tner ,  



 

5003 -PC  –  27  

the tax reduct ion can be c la imed on e i ther  the deceased person's  f ina l  
return or  the return of  the spouse or  common- law par tner .  

Adjusted family income 

When you calculate your  adjusted  family income ( l ines 53 to 58 of  
Form NS428),  complete columns 1 and 2 us ing the in format ion f rom 
your and your  spouse's  or  common- law par tner 's  returns for  the year .  

Note 
Enter  your  mar i ta l  s tatus and the in format ion about  your  spouse or  
common- law par tner  ( inc luding h is  or  her  net  income, even i f  i t  is  
zero)  in  the " Ident i f icat ion"  area on pages 3 and 4 [1]  of  your  return.  

Line 60 – Basic reduction 

Claim $300 for  yoursel f .  
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Line 61 – Reduction for spouse or common-law partner  

Claim $300 i f  you had a spouse or  common- law par tner  on 
December 31,  2011.  I f  your  spouse or  common- law par tner  d ied in  
2011,  you can  c la im th is  amount .  

Line 62 – Reduction for an el igible dependant  

Claim $300 i f  you c la imed an amount  on l ine 5816 of  Form NS428.  
You cannot  c la im th is  amount  i f  you have c la imed an amount  on 
l ine 61.  

Line 63 – Reduction for dependent chi ldren born in 1993 or later  

Enter  beside box 6099  the number of  dependent  ch i ldren you have 
who were born in  1993 or  la ter .  

Do not  inc lude a chi ld  for  whom you c la imed the reduct ion for  an 
e l ig ib le dependant  on l ine 62 of  Form NS428.  

Cla im $165 for  each  o f  these dependants.  

Only one person can c la im the tax reduct ion for  a chi ld .  
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Who is a dependent chi ld? 

A dependent  ch i ld  is  one who,  on December 31,  2011,  met  a l l  o f  the 
fo l lowing condi t ions:  

• was 18 years of  age or  younger;  

• did not  have a spouse or  common- law par tner ;  

• was not  a parent ;  and  

• ei ther  l ived wi th you,  or  was c la imed as a dependant  only  by you or  
your  spouse or  common- law par tner .   

Line 72 – Nova Scotia pol i t ical  contr ibution tax credit   

You can c la im a credi t  equal  to  75% of  the contr ibut ions you made in 
2011 to recognized Nova Scot ia pol i t ica l  par t ies or  to  candidates 
seeking e lect ion in  the Nova Scot ia House of  Assembly.   

On l ine 72 of  Form NS428,  calculate and enter  your  credi t  to  a 
maximum of  $750.  
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Support ing documents  –  I f  you are f i l ing a paper return,  at tach to 
your  return,  for  each contr ibut ion,  the of f ic ia l  receipt  s igned by an 
of f ic ia l  agent  of  the candidate or  pol i t ica l  par ty .  I f  you are f i l ing 
e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  o f  your  documents in  case we ask to see them 
at  a la ter  date.   

Line 74 – Labour-sponsored venture capital  tax credit  

You can c la im a credi t  equal  to  20% of  your  investment  in  e l ig ib le 
shares you acquired in  2011 ( that  you d id not  c la im on your  2010 
return)  or  in  the f i rs t  60 days of  2012.   

I f  an RRSP for  spouse or  common- law par tner  became the f i rs t  
regis tered holder  of  the share,  e i ther  the RRSP contr ibutor  or  the 
annui tant  may c la im th is  credi t  for  that  share.   

Enter  on Form NS428 the cost  of  your  shares shown on Form NSLSV, 
NOVA SCOTIA  LABOUR-SPONSORED VENTURE CAPITAL  TAX CREDIT,  issued 
by the re levant  labour-sponsored venture capi ta l  corporat ion.  

On l ine 74 of  Form NS428,  calculate and enter  your  credi t  to  a 
maximum of  $2,000.  
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Support ing documents  –  At tach Form NSLSV to your  paper return.  
I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  your  documents in  case we ask 
to see them at  a la ter  date.   

Line 76 – Graduate retention rebate  

You can c la im th is  rebate i f  you meet  a l l  o f  the fo l lowing condi t ions:  

• you were a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia on December 31,  2011;  and 

• you graduated f rom an approved post-secondary inst i tu t ion af ter  
December 31,  2008.  

You wi l l  be ent i t led to th is  rebate over  a s ix-year  per iod,  s tar t ing the 
year  you graduate,  prov ided that  you f i le  an income tax return as a 
res ident  of  Nova Scot ia each year .  The tota l  rebate for  the s ix  years 
is  $15,000 for  a degree program and $7,500 for  a d ip loma or  
cer t i f icate program (col lege or  univers i ty) .  You can c la im th is  rebate 
for  one graduation only ,  even i f  you graduate f rom more than one 
e l ig ib le program of  post-secondary studies.  
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How to claim 

I f  you graduated in 2011,  enter  on l ine 76  o f  Form NS428,  $2,500 for  
a degree program or  $1,250 for  a d ip loma or  cer t i f icate program.  

I f  you claimed this rebate in a previous year,  enter  on l ine 78  o f  
Form NS428,  any graduate retent ion rebate amount  f rom a prev ious 
year  shown on your  2010 not ice of  assessment  or  not ice of  
reassessment .  

Note 
I f  you graduated f rom an approved post-secondary inst i tu t ion 
outs ide of  Nova Scot ia and re located to Nova Scot ia in  a year  af ter  
your  graduat ion,  you can st i l l  c la im th is  rebate up to f ive years af ter  
the year  you graduated.  You are only  e l ig ib le for  th is  rebate for  
those years for  which you f i le  an income tax return as a res ident  of  
Nova Scot ia.  To c la im the rebate,  you must  contact  the CRA and ask 
for  an adjustment  to the return for  the year  you graduated to update 
your  ent i t lement  to the rebate.  Af ter  the ent i t lement  has been 
updated,  you can c la im the graduate retent ion rebate on l ine 78  o f  
Form NS428.  
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Example 
Kate graduated in  2009 f rom t rades school  in  Ontar io and moved to 
Nova Scot ia in  2011.  She is  e l ig ib le for  the graduate retent ion 
rebate of  $1,250 because of  her  2009 graduat ion.  I f  Kate remains in  
the prov ince,  she can c la im the rebate again in  2012,  2013,  and 
2014.  She cannot  c la im the rebate in  2015 as the number of  years 
s ince graduat ion is  more than the s ix-year  per iod.  She is  not  e l ig ib le 
to c la im the rebate in  2009 and 2010 as she was not  a res ident  of  
Nova Scot ia.  

I f  you are prepar ing a return for  a person who d ied in  2011,  you can 
c la im th is  rebate on the deceased person's  f ina l  return i f  he or  she 
was a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia on the date of  death.  

Support ing documents  –  At tach a copy of  your  d ip loma to your  paper 
return.  I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  o f  your  documents in  
case we ask to see them at  a la ter  date.   
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Line 80 – Equity tax credit   

You can c la im th is  credi t  for  investments in  e l ig ib le shares you 
acquired in  2011 ( that  you d id not  c la im on your  2010 return)  or  in  the 
f i rs t  60 days of  2012.  

To c la im the credi t ,  get  Form T1285,  NOVA SCOTIA  EQUITY TAX CREDIT,  
f rom the CRA's  Web s i te  or  by contact ing us (see "For  more 
in format ion"  on page 4 [1]  ) .  

Enter  on l ine 80 of  Form NS428 the tax credi t  ca lcu lated on l ine 6 of  
Form T1285.  

Support ing documents  –  At tach Form T1285 a long wi th your  
NSETC-1 receipt ,  NOVA SCOTIA  EQUITY TAX CREDIT,  to  your  paper 
return.  I f  you are f i l ing e lect ronical ly ,  keep a l l  o f  your  documents in  
case we ask to see them at  a la ter  date.   
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Nova Scotia volunteer f i ref ighters and ground search and rescue 
tax credit  ( l ine 82)  

You can c la im th is  credi t  i f  you meet  al l  o f  the fo l lowing condi t ions:  

• you were a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia on December 31,  2011;  

• you were a volunteer  f i re f ighter  or  a ground search and rescue 
volunteer  for  a min imum of  s ix  months dur ing the per iod of  
January 1 to December 31,  2011;  

• you d id not  receive salary,  wages,  or  compensat ion,  other  than 
reasonable re imbursement  or  a l lowance for  expenses;  and 

• for  a volunteer  f i re f ighter ,  you were l is ted as a volunteer  f i re f ighter  
on the repor t  f i led by the f i re  chief  of  the volunteer  f i re  department .  

I f  you qual i fy  for  th is  credi t ,  enter  $500 on l ine 82 of  Form NS428.  

I f  you are prepar ing a return for  a person who d ied in  2011,  you can 
c la im th is  credi t  on the deceased person's  f ina l  return i f  he or  she was 
a res ident  of  Nova Scot ia on the day of  death and met  a l l  o f  the 
condi t ions.  


