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NOTE:  In  th is  publ icat ion,  the text  inser ted between square brackets 
represents the regular  pr int  in format ion.  

Is this guide for you? 
This guide is  for  you i f  you made or  received support  payments under 
a court  order  or  a wr i t ten agreement.  I f  you do not  have an order  or  
wr i t ten agreement,  the payments are not  subject  to the tax ru les that  
apply to support  payments.  

This guide expla ins the d i f ferent  tax ru les for  an order  or  agreement 
made before May 1997 or  af ter  Apr i l  1997.  I t  inc ludes informat ion on 
the except ions that  may apply to  you and instruct ions on how to 
complete your income tax and benef i t  return.  

I f  you have a v isual  impairment ,  you can get  our  publ icat ions 
in bra i l le ,  large pr int ,  e text  (CD),  or  MP3 by going to 
www.cra.gc.ca/alternate  or  by cal l ing 1-800-959-2221.  You can 
a lso get  your personal ized correspondence in these formats by 
cal l ing 1-800-959-8281.  
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This guide conta ins proposed changes to law that  were current  at  the 
t ime of  publ icat ion.  For  any updates to th is  in format ion,  go to 
www.cra.gc.ca/supportpayments.  

La vers ion f rançaise de cet te publ icat ion est  in t i tu lée PENSION 
AL IMENTAIRE.  
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Definitions 
Allowance 
An al lowance is  a speci f ic  sum of  money establ ished in a court  order  
or  wr i t ten agreement as the amount  the payer has to pay to the 
rec ip ient .  I t  can inc lude a sum that  has to be adjusted according to 
a formula or  index (such as the cost-of - l iv ing index or  a percentage 
of  the payer 's  income),  even though the exact  future amounts payable 
are not  speci f ied in the order  or  agreement.  An a l lowance must be  
payable on a per iodic basis to be considered support  payments.  

Child 
A chi ld  inc ludes:  

• a person,  born wi th in or  outs ide marr iage,  of  whom you are the 
natura l  parent ;  

• a person who is  whol ly  dependent  on you for  support  and of  whom 
you have,  or  immediate ly  before the person at ta ined the age of  
19 years had,  in  law or  in  fact ,  the custody and contro l ;  
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• a chi ld  of  your  spouse or  common- law partner ;  or  

• a chi ld  you adopted.  

Common-law partner 
This appl ies to a person who is  not your spouse,  wi th whom you are 
l iv ing in a conjugal  re lat ionship,  and to whom at  least  one  o f  the 
fo l lowing s i tuat ions appl ies.  He or  she:  

a)  has been l iv ing wi th you in a conjugal  re lat ionship for  at  least  
12 cont inuous months;  

b)  is  the parent  of  your  chi ld  by b i r th or  adopt ion;  or  

c)  has custody and contro l  of  your  chi ld  (or  had custody and contro l  
immediate ly  before the chi ld  turned 19 years of  age) and your 
chi ld  is  whol ly  dependent  on that  person for  support .  

In  addi t ion,  an indiv idual  immediate ly  becomes your common- law 
partner  i f  you previously l ived together  in  a conjugal  re lat ionship for  
at  least  12 cont inuous months and you have resumed l iv ing together  
in  such a re lat ionship.  Under proposed changes,  th is  condi t ion wi l l  
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no longer ex is t .  The ef fect  of  th is  proposed change is  that  a person 
(other  than a person descr ibed in b)  or  c))  wi l l  be your common- law 
partner  only af ter  your current  re lat ionship wi th that  person has 
lasted at  least  12 cont inuous months.  This proposed change wi l l  apply 
to 2001 and later  years.  

Reference to "12 cont inuous months"  in  th is  def in i t ion inc ludes any 
per iod that  you were separated for  less than 90 days because of  
a breakdown in the re lat ionship.  

Court order 
A court  order  is  a decree,  order ,  or  judgment made by a court  or  other  
competent  t r ibunal ,  such as a fami ly  court .  For  more informat ion,  see 
"Register ing your court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement"  on page 48 [16] .  

Payer 
A payer is  a person who makes support  payments to a rec ip ient  under 
a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement.  A payer inc ludes:  

• the rec ip ient 's  current  or  former spouse or  common- law partner ;  or  
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• the parent  of  a chi ld  of  whom the rec ip ient  is  a legal  parent .  

Periodic payments 
The term "per iodic"  does not  necessar i ly  mean f requent ,  a l though 
there has to be a ser ies of  payments.  For  example,  the payments 
could be made monthly,  quarter ly ,  semi-annual ly ,  or  annual ly .  The 
court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement has to set  out  the t iming of  the 
payments.  Only a new order or  agreement can change the payment 
schedule.  

Specific-purpose payments 
Speci f ic-purpose payments are amounts payable under a court  order  
or  wr i t ten agreement for  speci f ic  expenses ( for  example,  rent)  for  the 
maintenance of  the rec ip ient  and/or  the chi ld  in  the rec ip ient 's  
custody.  
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Recipient 
A recip ient  is  a person who receives support  payments f rom a payer 
under a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement.  A rec ip ient  inc ludes:  

• the payer 's  current  or  former spouse or  common- law partner ;  or  

• the parent  of  a chi ld  of  whom the payer is  a legal  parent .  

A chi ld  cannot  be considered the rec ip ient  of  support  payments for  
income tax purposes.  

Separated 
You are separated when you star t  l iv ing separate and apart  f rom 
your spouse or  common- law partner  because of  a breakdown in the 
re lat ionship for  a per iod of  at  least 90 days  and you have not  
reconci led.  

Note 
Once you have been separated for  90 days (because of  a breakdown 
in the re lat ionship) ,  the ef fect ive day of  your separated status is  the 
date you star ted l iv ing separate and apart .  
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Spouse 
This appl ies only to a person to  whom you are legal ly  marr ied.  

Third-party payments 
Third-par ty  payments are speci f ic-purpose payments made to a person 
other  than the rec ip ient .  

Written agreement 
Under a wr i t ten agreement,  a person agrees to make regular  
payments to mainta in h is  or  her  current  or  former spouse or  common- 
law partner ,  ch i ldren of  the re lat ionship,  or  both.  The wr i t ten 
agreement should normal ly  be s igned and dated by both par t ies.  For  
more informat ion,  see "Register ing your court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement"  on page 48 [16] .  
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What are support payments? 
A support  payment is  an amount  payable or  receivable as an 
a l lowance on a per iodic basis for  the maintenance of  the rec ip ient ,  
ch i ldren of  the rec ip ient ,  or  both.  

There are two types  o f  support  payments.  The tax ru les are d i f ferent  
depending on the type of  s i tuat ion.  

Support  for a spouse or common-law partner  (spousal  support )  
means support  payments made under a court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement that  are only  for  the rec ip ient 's  maintenance.  

Support  for a chi ld  means any support  payment that  is  not identi f ied  
in  the court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement as being only for  the 
rec ip ient 's  maintenance.  I f  an order  or  agreement provides for  a 
g lobal  amount  of  support  to be paid  for  the rec ip ient  and a chi ld ,  the 
fu l l  amount  is  considered support  for  a chi ld .  

Your payment is  considered a support  payment i f  the fo l lowing 
f ive condit ions  are met.  
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1 .  The payment must  be made under the terms of  a court  order  or  
wr i t ten agreement.  

Note 
Paterni ty  agreements must  be in the form of  a cour t  order  issued by 
a court  or  a competent  t r ibunal  in  accordance wi th the laws of  a 
province.  A wr i t ten patern i ty  agreement is  not  acceptable on i ts  own 
even i f  i t  is  registered wi th the court .  

2 .  I f  the rec ip ient  is  the payer 's  current  or  former spouse or  
common- law partner ,  the payer must  be l iv ing separate and apart  
f rom the rec ip ient  at  the t ime the payment was made because of  a 
breakdown in the re lat ionship.  Otherwise,  the payer must  be the 
legal  parent  of  a chi ld  of  the rec ip ient .  

3.  The payment is  made for  the maintenance of  the rec ip ient ,  the 
chi ld  of  the rec ip ient ,  or  both,  and the rec ip ient  has d iscret ion as 
to the use of  the amount .  

4.  The a l lowance must  be payable on a per iodic basis.  See 
"a l lowance" and "per iodic payments"  on pages 7 and 10 [4]  ) .  
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Note 
The t iming of  the payments must  be set  out  in  the court  order  or  
wr i t ten agreement.  

5.  The payments must  be made di rect ly  to the rec ip ient .  

Note 
Under cer ta in condi t ions,  payments can be made to a th i rd-par ty.  
For  more informat ion,  see "Speci f ic-purpose and th i rd-par ty  
payments"  on page 17 [ the next  page] .  

Exceptions 
Under cer ta in condi t ions,  your payments are considered support  
payments even i f  they do not  meet  the preceding condi t ions.  These 
condi t ions may apply when the payments are:  

• made before the date of  the cour t  order  or  wr i t ten agreement;  

• speci f ic-purpose or  th i rd-par ty  payments;  or  

• lump-sum payments.  
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Payments made before the date of  the court  order or writ ten 
agreement 

An amount  paid before a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement takes p lace 
or  comes into ef fect  is  recognized i f  the order  or  agreement states 
that  any amount  previously paid is  deemed paid under the order  or  
agreement.  However,  the payments must  be made in the year the 
order  or  agreement was made,  or  in  the preceding year.  

Example 
Since the couple separated in  January 2009,  Brendan has been 
paying $500 monthly to Sarah in spousal  support .  On January 8,  
2011,  a wr i t ten agreement was establ ished conf i rming that  Brendan 
is  required to pay $500 monthly in  support .  

The wr i t ten agreement a lso indica tes that  the amounts paid before 
January 2011 are considered paid and received under th is  
agreement.  

The payments made in 2010 and 2011 are considered support  
payments because they were paid in  the year of  the wr i t ten 
agreement and the previous year.  Therefore,  these payments can be 
deducted.  The 2009 payments are not  considered support  payments 
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because they were not  paid in  the year of  the wr i t ten agreement or  
in  the previous year,  so they cannot  be deducted by the payer and 
are not  inc luded in the rec ip ient 's  income. 

Specif ic-purpose and third-party payments 

Third-party payments  are support  payments made under a court  
order  or  wr i t ten agreement to someone other  than the rec ip ient  
(a th i rd-par ty) .  Thi rd-par ty  payments that  the rec ip ient  can use as 
he or  she sees f i t  are considered support  payments only i f  they meet  
condi t ions 1,  2,  3,  and 4 out l ined on page 14 [ the previous page] .  
For  more informat ion,  see Interpretat ion Bul let in  IT-530,  SUPPORT 
PAYMENTS. 

Specif ic-purpose payments  are amounts made under a court  order  
or  wr i t ten agreement for  speci f ic  expenses for  the maintenance of  the 
rec ip ient .  These amounts may be paid d i rect ly  to the rec ip ient  or  to a 
th i rd-party.  

Speci f ic-purpose payments inc lude:  

• rent ,  property taxes,  insurance premiums; 
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• educat ional  or  medical  expenses (such as prescr ipt ion drugs or  
g lasses) ;  

• maintenance costs for  the home in which the rec ip ient  l ives;  and 

• up to 20% of  the or ig inal  pr inc ipa l  amount  of  any debt  f rom buying 
or  improving the home in which the rec ip ient  l ives.  

I f  the rec ip ient  can use the speci f ic-purpose payments as he or  she 
sees f i t ,  they are considered support  payments i f  they meet  
condi t ions 1,  2,  3 and 4 out l ined on page 14 [ the previous page] .  

However,  i f  the rec ip ient  cannot  use the speci f ic-purpose payments 
as he or  she sees f i t ,  they are  not  considered support  payments,  
unless  the court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement s tates that  the rec ip ient  
wi l l  inc lude the payments in  income, and that  the payer can deduct  
them. 

Example 
Under a wr i t ten agreement,  Mel issa has to pay $900 per  month to 
her  former spouse,  Alex,  as an a l lowance for  maintenance.  This 
wr i t ten agreement provides that  Mel issa wi l l  pay an amount  of  $300 
di rect ly  to Alex and $600 di rect ly  to h is  landlord for  the rent  of  h is  
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apartment .  The agreement a lso provides that  Alex may,  at  any t ime,  
change the arrangement and require that  the ent i re $900 be paid 
d i rect ly  to h im. 

The monthly amount  of  $600 paid d i rect ly  to the landlord and the 
monthly amount  of  $300 payable to  Alex are considered support  
payments because he can use the money as he sees f i t .  

Lump-sum payments 

An amount  paid as one lump-sum wi l l  general ly  not  be considered a 
support  payment because i t  is  not  paid on a per iodic basis.  

However,  i f  per iodic payments required by a court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement have fa l len into arrears and one payment is  made to br ing 
these requirements up to date,  that  payment would be considered a 
support  payment.  

The fo l lowing are general ly  not  support  payments:  

• a lump-sum payment made in p lace of  several  per iodic payments 
that  were imposed under a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement,  but  
were not  yet  due to be paid (a prepayment) .  However,  i f  a  
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prepayment was made for  the sole purpose of  secur ing funds to the 
rec ip ient ,  i t  may be considered a support  payment;  

• a lump-sum payment made under a cour t  order  or  wr i t ten agreement 
for  a per iod before the date of  the order  or  agreement;  

• insta lment  payments of  a lump-sum; and 

• payments that  re lease the payer f rom any obl igat ion to pay arrears,  
future maintenance,  or  both.  

For  more informat ion,  see Interpretat ion Bul let in  IT-530,  SUPPORT 
PAYMENTS. 

Example 
Jason and Tracy have been l iv ing separate and apart  s ince August  
2009.  Their  court  order  requires Jason to pay $500 per  month for  
Tracy 's  maintenance.  In June 2010,  Jason lost  h is  job and was 
unable to make the spousal  support  payments.  In February 2011,  he 
got  a new job.  He is  in  arrears of  $4,000.  Jason and Tracy returned 
to court  and reached a set t lement  where i t  was agreed that  Jason 
wi l l  pay $3,500 of  the $4,000 he owes.  The other  $500 wi l l  not  be 
paid.  
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The $3,500 lump-sum payment is  considered a set t lement  amount  
paid by Jason to re lease h im f rom his l iab i l i ty  for  the arrears and 
therefore does not  qual i fy  as a support  payment because i t  was not  
made in accordance wi th the original  agreement.  

To f ind out  i f  the amount  you pay or  receive is  a support  payment,  see 
the chart  on the next  page.  

Are your payments considered support payments? 
Answer the quest ions in the fo l lowing chart  to  f ind out  i f  the amount  
you pay or  receive is  considered a support  payment.  
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No 

 The payments are not  
considered to be support  
payments.  You cannot  c la im 
them as a deduct ion,  and you 
do not  have to report  them as 
income on your income tax 
and benef i t  return.  

1.  Are the amounts payable 
and receivable under a 
cour t  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement? 

Yes 
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No 

Yes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 .  Do either  o f  the 
fo l lowing s i tuat ions 
apply? 

• The rec ip ient  is  the 
payer ’s  current  or  
former spouse or  
common- law partner  
and the payer and 
rec ip ient  are l iv ing 
apart  because of  a 
breakdown in the 
re lat ionship.  

• The payer is  the 
legal  parent  of  a 
chi ld  of  the rec ip ient .

The payments are not  
considered to be support  
payments.  You cannot  c la im 
them as a deduct ion,  and you 
do not  have to report  them as 
income on your income tax 
and benef i t  return.  

Yes 
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No 

Yes 

No

Yes  

 

3 .  Are the payments for  the 
maintenance of  the 
rec ip ient ,  ch i ldren of  the 
rec ip ient ,  or  both? 

The payments are not  
considered to be support  
payments.  You cannot  c la im 
them as a deduct ion,  and you 
do not  have to report  them as 
income on your income tax 
and benef i t  return.  

4.  Are the amounts an 
a l lowance payable on a 
per iodic basis? 

I f  per iodic payments required 
have fa l len into arrears and 
one payment is  made to br ing 
these requirements up to 
date,  that  payment would be 
considered a support  
payment.  For  more 
informat ion,  see "Lump-sum 
payments"  on page 19 [7] .  Yes 
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No 

No 

No

Yes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 .  Are the payments 
made di rect ly  to the 
rec ip ient? ( I f  they are
paid d i rect ly  to a 
court  or  other  agency 
and then forwarded 
to the rec ip ient ,  
answer yes. )  

The 
payments 
are not  
considered 
to be support  
payments.  
You cannot  
c la im them 
as a 
deduct ion,  
and you do 
not  have to 
report  them 
as income on 
your income 
tax and 
benef i t  
return.  

Yes 

Are the 
payments 
for  the 
benef i t  o f  
the 
rec ip ient?

Can the rec ip ient  
use the support  
payment as he or  
she sees f i t?  

Yes No Yes 
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Yes

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the tax rules? 
Depending on the date your court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement was 
made,  support  payments made or  received for  a chi ld  or  spouse or  
common- law partner  that  meet  the condi t ions out l ined on page 14 [6]  
may be taxable and deduct ib le.  The rules that  apply to your s i tuat ion 
depend on whether the order  or  agreement was made:  

• before May 1997;  or  

• af ter  Apr i l  1997.  

The payments are considered 
to be support  payments.  For  
more informat ion,  see "What 
are the tax ru les?" below 
[on the next  page] .  

Does the court  order  or  
wr i t ten agreement state 
that  the rec ip ient  wi l l  
inc lude the payments in  
income and the payer can 
deduct  them? 

No Yes Yes 
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Tax rules for court orders or written agreements made 
before May 1997 
Support  payments for  a chi ld  or  spouse or  common- law partner ,  under 
a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement made before May 1997,  are taxable 
to the rec ip ient  and deduct ib le by the payer unless  one of  the 
fo l lowing four  s i tuat ions appl ies to you.  

1.  Changes to amount of  chi ld support  payments 

I f  a  court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement made before May 1997 is  
modi f ied af ter  Apr i l  1997 to change the amount  of  ch i ld  support  
payable to the rec ip ient ,  the tax ru les in  ef fect  af ter  Apr i l  1997 apply.  
This means that  these payments are no longer taxable or  deduct ib le 
beginning on the date of  the modi f icat ion,  which is  the date that  the 
payer pays the rev ised amount  to the rec ip ient  for  the f i rs t  t ime.  

Notes 
Automat ic  changes in the amount  of  support ,  based on cost-of - l iv ing 
increases or  changes in the payer 's  income, that  have been 
provided for  in  the order  or  agreement are not  inc luded in th is  ru le.  
To f ind out  about  cost-of - l iv ing increases,  v is i t  the Stat is t ics Canada 
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Web s i te at  www.statcan.gc.ca.  I f  you l ive in  Quebec,   
v is i t  the Inst i tu t  de la stat is t ique du Québec Web s i te at  
www.stat .gouv.qc.ca.  

For  an order  or  agreement made af ter  Apr i l  1997,  automat ic  
changes in the amount  of  suppor t  may occur in  accordance wi th 
the federal ,  provinc ia l  or  terr i tor ia l  ch i ld  support  guidel ines.  For  
more informat ion,  v is i t  the Depar tment  of  Just ice Web s i te at  
www.canada.justice.gc.ca,  se lect  "Programs and In i t ia t ives"  and 
then the "Chi ld Support"  l ink under "Fami ly  Just ice."  

2.  A new court  order or writ ten agreement with the same person 

I f  you have a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement made before May 1997 
that  remains val id  and a new order  or  agreement wi th the same 
person was made af ter  Apr i l  1997,  and the resul t  of  th is  new order  or  
agreement is  to change the tota l  amount  of  chi ld  support  payable,  the 
tax ru les in  ef fect  af ter  Apr i l  1997 apply for  support  payable or  
receivable under both  orders and agreements as of  the 
commencement day of  the new order or  agreement.  
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3.  The court  order or writ ten agreement specif ies that payments 
wil l  not be taxable or deductible 

A court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement may speci fy  that  chi ld  support  
payments made af ter  a cer ta in date (not  ear l ier  than May 1,  1997) 
wi l l  no longer be taxable and deduct ib le.  

4.  Elect ion for chi ld support  payments 

I f  you have a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement dated earl ier  than May 
1997,  you can e lect  to have the tax ru les in ef fect  af ter  Apr i l  1997 
apply to you wi thout  having to  change the order  or  agreement.  

The payer and the rec ip ient  must  both agree to make the e lect ion.  
Both par t ies must  complete and s ign Form T1157,  ELECTION FOR CHILD 
SUPPORT PAYMENTS,  and send i t  to  us.  

Once the e lect ion has been accepted,  the order  or  agreement is  
subject  to the tax ru les that  apply af ter  Apr i l  1997.  The e lect ion 
cannot  be revoked.  

Note 
A separate form must  be completed for  each order  or  agreement.  
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I f  any of  the previous s i tuat ions apply,  support  payments made or  
received under that  order  or  agreement  wi l l  be subject  to the tax ru les 
in ef fect  for  orders and agreements made af ter  Apr i l  1997.  

Tax rules for court orders or written agreements made after 
April  1997 
General ly ,  payments made for  the maintenance of  a chi ld  under a 
court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement made af ter  Apr i l  1997 (or  before May 
1997 i f  any other  s i tuat ions ment ioned on page 27 [ the previous page]  
apply)  are not  deduct ib le by the payer and do not  have to be inc luded 
in income by the rec ip ient .  Spousal  support  payments cont inue to be 
deduct ib le to the payer and must  be inc luded in the rec ip ient 's  
income. The fo l lowing explanat ions provide more informat ion about  
these ru les.  

Child support  payments 

Under court  orders and wr i t ten agreements made af ter  Apr i l  1997,  any 
support  amount  that  is  not  ident i f ied in the order  or  agreement as 
being sole ly  for  the support  of  the rec ip ient  is  considered to be chi ld  



–  31  –  

support .  These amounts are not  deduct ib le by the payer and do not  
have to be inc luded in income by the rec ip ient .  

Spousal  support  payments 

General ly ,  support  payments made under a court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement for  the maintenance of  the rec ip ient  are taxable to the 
rec ip ient  and deduct ib le by the payer i f :  

• the order  or  agreement c lear ly  spec i f ies the amount  to be paid for  
the spouse or  common- law partner ;  and 

• al l  payments for  chi ld  support  are fu l ly  paid for  the current  and 
previous years.  

I f  you need more informat ion to determine i f  the support  
payments made or  received are deduct ib le or  taxable,  go to 
www.cra.gc.ca/supportpayments,  se lect  "What amount  can  
I  c la im or  report?"  and then select  "Answer a few quest ions."  
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Priori ty of  chi ld support  

I f  your  court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement speci f ies chi ld  support  
payments and  support  payments for  the rec ip ient ,  pr ior i ty  is  g iven 
to the chi ld  support .  

This means that  a l l  payments made are f i rs t  considered to have been 
made toward chi ld  support .  Any amount  paid over  and above the chi ld  
support  amount  is  considered to  be support  payments for  the 
rec ip ient .  

Al l  ch i ld  support  payable to a rec ip ient  must  be fu l ly  paid before any 
amounts paid as support  for  the rec ip ient  can be c la imed as a 
deduct ion.  Any arrears in  the amount  of  chi ld  support  is  carr ied 
forward and added to the next  year 's  support  payable.  

Note 
The pr ior i ty  of  ch i ld  support  does not  apply when the chi ld  support  
and spouse or  common- law partner  support  are payable under 
d i f ferent  court  orders or  wr i t ten agreements and the rec ip ients are 
d i f ferent  people.  
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Example 
Beginning January 2010,  Mark had to make monthly support  
payments of  $400 ($150 for  h is  former spouse,  and $250 for  thei r  
ch i ldren) .  Mark paid $400 f rom January to March for  a tota l  of  
$1,200.  He made no other  payment for  the remainder of  the year.  
Mark is  in  arrears for  $1,800 in chi ld  support .  

When he f i led h is  2010 income tax and benef i t  return,  Mark could 
not  deduct  the spousal  support  payments because he d id not  fu l ly  
pay h is  chi ld  support .  

In  2011,  Mark must  fu l ly  pay a l l  ch i ld  support  owing for  2010 and 
2011 before he can deduct  anyth ing he pays for  spousal  support .  

For  more informat ion,  see Interpretat ion Bul let in  IT-530,  SUPPORT 
PAYMENTS. 

Shared custody and the amount for an eligible dependant 
I f  you and  another  person were required to make support  payments 
for  a chi ld  and,  as a resul t ,  no one  would be ent i t led to c la im the 
amount  for  an e l ig ib le dependant  for  the chi ld ,  you can st i l l  c la im th is  
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amount  provided you and the other  person(s)  paying support  agree 
you wi l l  be the one making the c la im. I f  you cannot  agree who wi l l  
c la im th is  amount  for  the chi ld ,  nei ther  of  you can make the c la im. 

For  more informat ion about  your e l ig ib i l i ty  to c la im the amount  for  an 
e l ig ib le dependant ,  see l ine 305 in your GENERAL INCOME TAX AND 
BENEFIT  GUIDE.  

Example 1 
Ryan and Chloe share the custody of  thei r  ch i ld  Fai th.  Fai th spends 
50% of  her  t ime wi th Ryan and 50% of  her  t ime wi th Chloe.  The 
court  order  s tates that  Ryan has to pay Chloe $200 a month and that  
Chloe has to pay Ryan $100 a month.  For  convenience,  Ryan agrees 
that  Chloe does not  have to wr i te h im a monthly cheque and that  he 
wi l l  s imply pay her  $100 a month,  which wi l l  fu l f i l l  both thei r  support  
obl igat ions.  

Ryan and Chloe agree that  Ryan wi l l  c la im the amount  for  an 
e l ig ib le dependant  on l ine 305 of  h is  income tax and benef i t  return.  
I f  they d id not  agree,  nei ther  of  them could c la im the amount  on 
l ine 305 for  Fai th.  



–  35  –  

Example 2 
Nicholas and Chr is t ine share the custody of  thei r  ch i ldren Sam and 
Amy. Sam and Amy spend 50% of  thei r  t ime wi th Nicholas and 50% 
of  thei r  t ime wi th Chr is t ine.   

The wr i t ten agreement s tates that  Nicholas has to pay Chr is t ine 
$300 a month and that  Chr is t ine has to pay Nicholas $400 a month.  
For  convenience,  Chr is t ine agrees that  Nicholas does not  have to 
wr i te  her  a monthly  cheque and that  she wi l l  s imply pay h im $100 a 
month,  which wi l l  fu l f i l l  both thei r  support  obl igat ions.  

Nicholas wi l l  c la im the amount  for  an e l ig ib le dependant  on l ine 305 
of  h is  income tax and benef i t  return for  Sam. Chr is t ine wi l l  c la im the 
amount  for  an e l ig ib le dependant  on l ine 305 of  her  income tax and 
benef i t  return for  Amy. 

A payment based on a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement that  
calculates chi ld  support  obl igat ions wi th reference to a statutory 
scheme (such as THE FEDERAL CHILD SUPPORT GUIDEL INES)  but  does 
not  obl igate both parents to pay chi ld  support ,  is  not  considered a 
support  amount  for  the rec ip ient ,  s ince there is  no legal  obl igat ion for  
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the rec ip ient  to pay an amount .  However,  the payer may be 
considered to have made support  payments.  

Example 
Wil l iam and Jul ie  share custody of  thei r  ch i ldren,  Emi ly  and Er ic .  
Emi ly  and Er ic  spend 50% of  thei r  t ime wi th Wi l l iam and 50% of  thei r  
t ime wi th Jul ie .  Based on Wi l l iam's and Jul ie 's  incomes,  the court  
order  s tates that  Wi l l iam has to pay Jul ie  $250 a month according to 
THE FEDERAL CHILD SUPPORT GUIDEL INES.  The amount  Wi l l iam pays 
is  considered a support  payment.  Therefore,  Wi l l iam is  not  ent i t led 
to a c la im on l ine 305 for  e i ther  Emi ly  or  Er ic .  However,  Jul ie  can 
c la im an amount  for  an e l ig ib le dependant  on l ine 305 of  her  income 
tax and benef i t  return for  Emi ly  or  Er ic .   

Completing your income tax and benefit return 
Payer 
I f  you are c la iming deduct ib le  support  payments,  enter  on l ine 230  
o f  your  income tax and benef i t  return the total  amount  o f  support  
payments you paid under a l l  cour t  orders and wr i t ten agreements,  
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inc luding any non-deduct ib le ch i ld  support  payments you made.  
Do not  inc lude amounts you paid that  are more than the amounts 
speci f ied in the order  or  agreement ,  such as pocket  money or  g i f ts  
that  you sent  d i rect ly  to your chi ldren.  

Enter  on l ine 220  the deductible part  o f  the support  payments that  
you paid.  

Ensure that  both  l ine 230  and l ine 220  are completed correct ly  to 
avoid your c la im being delayed or  d isal lowed.  

You also have to register  your  cour t  order  or  wr i t ten agreement wi th 
the Canada Revenue Agency.  For  more informat ion,  see "Register ing 
your court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement"  on page 48 [16] .  

Example 
Diane and Gene recent ly  d ivorced.  In thei r  cour t  order  made in 
December 2010,  Gene was ordered to pay Diane $1,000 per  month 
for  thei r  two chi ldren,  and $500 per  month for  spousal  support .  

Gene star ted making monthly support  payments of  $1,500 in 
January,  and paid a tota l  of  $18,000 for  2011.  
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Gene enters the tota l  support  payments amount  of  $18,000 on 
l ine 230  o f  h is  income tax and benef i t  return.  On l ine  220,  he enters 
the deduct ib le par t  of  h is  support  payments,  which is  the spousal  
support  amount  of  $6,000.  

Note 
I f  your  court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement acknowledges support  paid 
for  your  spouse or  common- law partner  in  a year for  which you have 
a l ready f i led an income tax and benef i t  return,  you can ask for  an 
adjustment .  See "How do you change a return?" in  your GENERAL 
INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  GUIDE.  

Year of  change in marital  status 

I f  you had to make payments for  a chi ld  and  you were separated f rom 
your spouse or  common- law partner  for  only part  of  that year  
because of  a breakdown in your re lat ionship,  you have a choice.  You 
may c la im ei ther  any deduct ib le chi ld  or  spousal  support  amounts paid 
for  that  year  or ,  i f  you qual i fy ,  the a l lowable non-refundable tax 
credi t ,  whichever is  more benef ic ia l  to  you.  
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I f  you reconci led before the end of  that  year  and you choose to c la im 
the spouse or  common- law partner  amount ,  you may also qual i fy  to 
c la im the non-refundable tax credi t  amounts transferred from your 
spouse or common-law partner.  

For  more informat ion,  see l ines 303,  305,  367,  306,  365,  315,  and 318 
in the GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  GUIDE.  

I f  you are c la iming non-refundable tax credi t  amounts instead of  the 
support  payments,  enter  the tota l  support  paid on l ine 230,  and zero 
on l ine 220.  Otherwise,  we wi l l  have no record of  your  payments.  

Note 
I f  you have more than one rec ip ient  to whom you are making support  
payments,  your tax s i tuat ion may vary.  For  more informat ion,  see 
Interpretat ion Bul let in  IT-530,  SUPPORT PAYMENTS. 

Example 
Roger and Mary separated on September 1,  2011.  Under the terms 
of  the wr i t ten agreement,  beginning on that  date Roger pays 
$300 monthly in  spousal  support .  Mary had no other  income in 2011.  
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When f i l ing h is  2011 income tax and benef i t  return,  Roger could 
deduct  e i ther :  

• the support  he paid = $1,200 ($300 × 4 months) ;  or  

• the spouse or  common- law partner  amount  for  Mary ( l ine 303 of  
the income tax and benef i t  return) .  

Since Mary had no other  income, Roger would be ent i t led to the fu l l  
spouse or  common- law partner  amount .  Therefore,  in  th is  case the 
spouse or  common- law partner  amount  is  the most  benef ic ia l .  Roger 
is  ent i t led to a c la im at  l ine 303;  he should enter  the amount  of  
support  he paid on l ine 230 and enter  zero on l ine 220.  

Mary has to report  the $1,200 she received in support  payments on 
her  2011 income tax and benef i t  return.  

Retroactive lump-sum payments 

I f  your  support  payments fe l l  in to arrears,  and you made one 
lump-sum  payment (of  at  least  $3,000 that  you can deduct  and the 
rec ip ient  has to report  as income) to br ing your requirements for  
previous years up to date,  g ive the rec ip ient  of  the support  payments 
a completed Form T1198,  STATEMENT OF QUALIFY ING RETROACTIVE 
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LUMP-SUM PAYMENT.  For  more informat ion,  see "Lump-sum payments"  
on page 19 [7] .  

Reimbursement of  support  payments 

A re imbursement of  support  payments received under a cour t  order  
must  be inc luded in income on l ines 156 and 128 of  your  income tax 
and benef i t  return for  the year i t  is  received.  This appl ies i f  you 
deduct  the amount  on that  income tax and benef i t  return,  or  i f  you 
deducted i t  in  a previous year.  

Legal fees 

A payer cannot  c la im legal  fees (at  l ine 220,  221 or  232) incurred to:  

• get  a separat ion or  d ivorce;  

• establ ish,  negot iate,  or  contest  the amount  of  support  payments;  or  

• establ ish custody or  v is i ta t ion r ights to a chi ld .  
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Support ing documents 

When you f i le  your income tax and benef i t  return,  do not  send any 
documents.  Keep them in case we ask to see them. 

Acceptable receipts must  indicate  your name, the date of  payment,  
and the amount  you paid.  

Any of  the fo l lowing receipts may be accepted to support  your c la im: 

• cancel led cheques or  cheque images (you must  submit  legib le 
photocopies of  both s ides of  the cheque);  

• bank and employer  s tatements i f  they indicate a t ransfer  of  funds 
f rom the payer 's  account  or  paycheque to e i ther  the rec ip ient 's  
account  or  to a provinc ia l  agency and the amounts are equal  or  less 
than the amounts speci f ied in the court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement 
( the statements must  c lear ly  ident i fy  your  name and the name of  
the rec ip ient  of  the funds) ;  

• statement or  le t ter  f rom the maintenance enforcement program 
( for  example,  provinc ia l  agency)  support ing the actual  amount  of  
support  paid pursuant  to the cour t  order  or  wr i t ten agreement;  or  
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• signed receipts f rom the rec ip ient  showing the tota l  amount  paid in  
the year.  

Recipient 
I f  you are report ing taxable support  payments,  enter  on l ine 156  o f  
your  income tax and benef i t  return the total  amount  o f  support  
payments you received under a court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement.  This 
inc ludes any support  payments you received under a socia l  assistance 
arrangement.  

Do not  inc lude amounts you received that  are more than the amounts 
speci f ied in the order  or  agreement,  such as pocket  money or  g i f ts  
that  your chi ldren received d i rect ly  f rom the payer.  

Enter  on l ine 128 the taxable part  of  support  payments you received.  

I t  is  important  to ensure that  both  l ine 156  and l ine 128  are 
completed correct ly  to avoid a delay in assessing your income tax and 
benef i t  return.  
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You a lso may have to register  your  court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement 
wi th the Canada Revenue Agency.  For  more informat ion,  see 
"Register ing your court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement"  on page 48 
[ the next  page] .  

Example 
Diane and Gene recent ly  d ivorced.  In thei r  cour t  order  made in 
December 2010,  Gene was ordered to pay Diane $1,000 per  month 
for  thei r  two chi ldren,  and $500 per month in spousal  support .  

Monthly  support  payments of  $1,500 began in January,  making a 
tota l  support  payments amount  of  $18,000 for  2011.  

Diane enters the tota l  support  payments amount  of  $18,000 on 
l ine 156  o f  her  income tax and benef i t  return.  On l ine 128,  she 
enters the taxable par t  of  the support  payments she received,  which 
is  the spousal  support  amount  of  $6,000.  

Note 
I f  you received a payment before the end of  the year,  you have to 
inc lude i t  in  income for  that  year,  as long as i t  meets the condi t ions 
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out l ined on page 14 [6] .  You cannot  delay inc luding a payment in  
income by not  cashing the cheque.  

Retroactive lump-sum payments 

I f  you received a lump-sum  support  payment,  par ts  of  which were for  
previous years,  you have to report  the whole payment in  the year the 
lump-sum payment is  received.  

However,  i f  the amount  that  appl ies  to previous years is  $3,000 or  
more (not  inc luding interest) ,  you can ask us to tax the par ts  for  the 
previous years as i f  they were received in those years.  

We wi l l  do th is  for  the amount  that  appl ies to years throughout  which 
you were res ident  in  Canada and only i f  i t  is  to your advantage for  tax 
purposes.  

The payer of  the support  payments should g ive you a completed 
Form T1198,  STATEMENT OF QUALIFYING RETROACTIVE LUMP-SUM 
PAYMENT.  Inc lude th is  form wi th your income tax and benef i t  return 
to ask us for  th is  specia l  tax calculat ion on a ret roact ive lump-sum 
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payment.  We wi l l  te l l  you the resul ts  on your not ice of  assessment or  
not ice of  reassessment.  

Reimbursement of  support  payments 

I f  you repaid support  payments because of  a cour t  order ,  you may be 
able to c la im a deduct ion on l ine 220 of  your  income tax and benef i t  
return for  that  year  (or  in  e i ther  of  the fo l lowing two years) .  You can 
c la im th is  deduct ion i f  you reported the or ig inal  support  payments you 
received as income on that  same tax return or  on a previous year 's  
tax return,  and you have not  a l ready c la imed a deduct ion for  the 
repayment.  

Legal fees 

A recip ient  can  deduct ,  on l ine 221 of  thei r  income tax and benef i t  
return,  legal  fees paid  to :  

• col lect  la te support  payments;  

• establ ish the amount  of  support  payments f rom thei r  current  or  
former spouse or  common- law partner ;  
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• establ ish the amount  of  support  payments f rom the legal  parent  of  
thei r  ch i ld  (who is  not  thei r  current  or  former spouse or  common- law 
partner)  where the support  is  payable under the terms of  a court  
order ;  or  

• t ry  to get  an increase in support  payments.  

A rec ip ient  can  a lso deduct ,  on l ine 232 of  thei r  income tax and 
benef i t  return,  legal  fees paid  to  t ry  to make chi ld  support  payments 
non-taxable.  

A rec ip ient  cannot  c la im legal  fees incurred to:  

• get  a separat ion or  d ivorce;  or  

• establ ish custody or  v is i ta t ion r ights to a chi ld .  

Legal  fees paid to col lect  a lump-sump payment which does not  
qual i fy  as a support  payment are not  deduct ib le (see "Lump-sum 
payments"  on page 19 [7]  ) .  
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Have you transferred the r ights to your support  payments? 

You may formal ly  assign or  t ransfer  your r ights to your support  
payments to your provinc ia l  government,  in  order  to receive socia l  
ass is tance.  I f  you have t ransferred your r ights to your support  
payments,  report  the tota l  amounts you received on l ine 156  (and any 
taxable par t  on l ine 128 ) .  These amounts are not  inc luded in box 11 
of  Form T5007,  STATEMENT OF BENEFITS.  

Support ing documents 

When you f i le  your income tax and benef i t  return,  do not  inc lude your 
receipts or  cancel led cheques,  or  your  court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement.  Keep them in case we ask to see them. 

Registering your court order or written agreement 
I f  a  cour t  order  or  wr i t ten agreement requires payment of  spousal  
support ,  i t  must  be registered wi th the Canada Revenue Agency.  
By doing so,  we are able to ver i fy  the par t  of  your payments that  is  
spousal  support  and,  i f  appl icable,  the par t  that  is  chi ld  support .  You 
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wi l l  a lso avoid unnecessary delays and adjustments to your income 
tax and benef i t  return.  

To register  your  court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement,  fo l low the 
inst ruct ions on Form T1158,  REGISTRATION OF FAMILY SUPPORT 
PAYMENTS.  Do not  inc lude your order  or  agreement wi th your income 
tax and benef i t  return.  

Not i fy  us i f  the spousal  or  chi ld  support  payable changes f rom the 
amount  or ig inal ly  registered (other  than cost-of - l iv ing adjustments or  
changes a l ready provided for  in  the court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement) .  

Do not  register  your court  order  or  wr i t ten agreement i f  i t  requires 
chi ld  support  payments only .  

Note 
Complete a separate Form T1158 for  each court  order  or  wr i t ten 
agreement you are register ing.  
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Deductions from your pay 
Payer 
I f  you are employed and you make deduct ib le support  payments,  you 
can ask us to author ize the reduction of  the amount  of  income tax 
that  your employer is  deduct ing f rom your pay.  

Send a completed Form T1213,  REQUEST TO REDUCE TAX DEDUCTIONS 
AT  SOURCE FOR YEAR(S)   ,  to  your tax serv ices of f ice.  

I f  you qual i fy ,  you can take our  le t ter  of  author i ty  to your employer to 
adjust  the tax deducted f rom your pay.  

Recipient 
I f  you are employed and you receive taxable support  payments,  you 
may want  to increase  the amount  of  tax that  is  deducted f rom 
your pay.  

To increase tax deducted f rom your pay,  g ive your employer a 
completed Form TD1, 20  PERSONAL TAX CREDITS RETURN. 
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Payments made after death 
Payments made af ter  the death of  the recipient are not  deduct ib le by 
the payer.  Whether the payments are made to the estate or  to the 
chi ldren,  such payments would not  meet  the condi t ions of  a support  
payment as def ined on page 14 [6] .  

Payments made by the estate of  a payer  to  the rec ip ient  are nei ther  
deduct ib le nor  taxable.  The amounts do not  meet  the condi t ions of  
a support  payment because an estate cannot  have a spouse or  
common- law partner .  

Payments to or from a non-resident 
Payer 
I f  you are a res ident  of  Canada who makes support  payments to a 
non-resident ,  you do not  have to wi thhold tax on the payments.  You 
can deduct  the payments i f  the condi t ions out l ined on page 14 [6]  are 
met .  
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Recipient 
I f  you are a res ident  of  Canada who receives support  payments f rom 
a res ident  of  another  country,  you have to inc lude the payments in  
income i f  the condi t ions out l ined on page 14 [6]  are met.  

However,  i f  the support  payments you reported as income are tax- f ree 
in Canada because of  a tax agreement ( t reaty)  between Canada and 
the other  country,  you may be able to c la im a deduct ion for  them 
(see l ine 256 in your GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  GUIDE) .  

I f  the other  country wi thheld tax f rom the support  payments you 
reported as income, and i f  you have to pay tax on those payments on 
your income tax and benef i t  return,  you may be able to c la im a fore ign 
tax credi t  (see l ine 405 in your GENERAL INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  
GUIDE) .  

Example 
Carol  and Doug divorced on December 9,  2010.  Doug resides in 
Austra l ia .  Carol  is  a Canadian res ident .  Under a court  order ,  Doug 
paid Carol  $500 a month in spousal  support  beginning January 1,  
2011.  
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Under the terms of  the Canada-Austra l ia  Income Tax Treaty,  
a l imony and other  maintenance payments are only taxable in  the 
source country.  The payment is  taxable only  in  Austra l ia .  

Carol  must  report  $6,000 on l ines 128 and 156 of  her  income tax 
and benef i t  return.  Carol  a lso c la ims $6,000 as a deduct ion on 
l ine 256 because of  the provis ions of  the Canada-Austra l ia  Income 
Tax Treaty.  

Note 
For tax t reaty in format ion,  v is i t  the Department  of  F inance Canada 
Web s i te at  www.fin.gc.ca.  

For more information 
What if  you need help? 
I f  you need help af ter  reading th is  publ icat ion,  go to 
www.cra.gc.ca/supportpayments  or  ca l l  1-800-959-8281.  
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Forms and publications 
To get  our  forms or  publ icat ions,  go to www.cra.gc.ca/forms  or  ca l l  
1-800-959-2221.  

My Account 
My account  is  a secure,  convenient ,  and t ime-saving way to access 
and manage your tax and benef i t  in format ion onl ine,  seven days 
a week.  I f  you are not  registered wi th My Account  but  need 
informat ion r ight  away,  use Quick Access  to  get  fast ,  easy,  and 
secure access to some of  your in format ion.  For  more informat ion,  
go to www.cra.gc.ca/myaccount or see Pamphlet  RC4059,  
MY ACCOUNT FOR INDIV IDUALS.  

Tax Information Phone Service (TIPS) 
For personal  and general  tax in format ion by te lephone,  use our  
automated serv ice,  TIPS, by cal l ing 1-800-267-6999.  
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Teletypewriter (TTY) users 
TTY users can cal l  1-800-665-0354  for  b i l ingual  assistance dur ing 
regular  business hours.  

Community Volunteer Income Tax Program 
I f  you need help to complete your  income tax and benef i t  return,  
your income is  low,  and your tax s i tuat ion is  s imple,  volunteers 
are specia l ly  t ra ined to help you.  For  more informat ion about   
th is  f ree program, or  i f  you want  to become a volunteer ,  go to 
www.cra.gc.ca/volunteer  or  cal l  1-800-959-8281.  

Our service complaint process 
I f  you are not  sat is f ied wi th the service  that  you have received,  
contact  the CRA of f ice you have been deal ing wi th.  I f  the matter  is  
not  resolved,  you can choose to f i le  a serv ice complaint .  I f  you are 
not  p leased wi th the way the CRA handles your complaint ,  you can 
contact  the Off ice of  the Taxpayers '  Ombudsman. For  more 
informat ion,  go to www.cra.gc.ca/complaints  or  see Booklet  RC4420,  
INFORMATION ON CRA – SERVICE COMPLAINTS.  
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Your opinion counts 
I f  you have any comments or  suggest ions that  could help us improve 
our  publ icat ions,  we would l ike to hear f rom you.  Please send your 
comments to:  

 

Taxpayer Serv ices Directorate 
Canada Revenue Agency 
750 Heron Road 
Ottawa ON  K1A 0L5 

 


