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NOTE:  In  this  publ icat ion,  the text  inser ted between square brackets 
represents the regular  pr int  in format ion.  

What's new 

Due to changes to the law that  took ef fect  on Apr i l  1 ,  2007,  a goods 
and serv ices tax/harmonized sales tax (GST/HST) refund  
is  no longer avai lable on :  

• personal goods  purchased in Canada af ter  March 31,  2007,  by 
non-resident  v is i tors who take the goods home; and 

• short-term accommodation  in  Canada ( inc luding camping 
accommodat ion) ,  unless the accommodat ion:  

 – was part  of  a cont inuous accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  
Canada that  s tar ted before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  or  

 – was purchased under a written agreement  entered into before 
September 25,  2006,  under which the f i rs t  n ight  of  cont inuous 
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accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  Canada is  before 
Apr i l  1 ,  2009.  

A refund is  s t i l l  avai lable for  the GST/HST paid on el ig ib le tour  
packages.  Use Form GST176,  APPLICATION FOR VISITOR TAX 
REFUND,  inc luded in th is  pamphlet ,  to  c la im the refund i f :  

• the f i rs t  n ight  of  accommodat ion in Canada inc luded in the 
package is  before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  or  

• you purchased the tour  package under a written agreement  
entered into before September 25,  2006,  and the f i rs t  n ight  of  
accommodat ion in Canada inc luded in the package is  before 
Apr i l  1 ,  2009.  

To c la im a rebate for  an e l ig ib le tour  package in any other  case,  
use Form GST115,  GST/HST REBATE APPLICATION FOR TOUR 
PACKAGES.  

La vers ion f rançaise de cet te brochure est  in t i tu lée REMBOURSEMENT 
DE LA  TAXE AUX V IS ITEURS AU CANADA.   
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Is this pamphlet for you? 
This pamphlet  is  for  you i f  any of  the fo l lowing s i tuat ions appl ies:  

• you are a non-resident  indiv idual  who bought  el igible  goods or  
el igible  shor t - term accommodat ion ( inc luding camping 
accommodat ion)  whi le v is i t ing Canada;  

• you are a non-resident  who bought  el igible  goods for  personal  use  
whi le t ravel l ing on business in Canada;  or  

• you are a non-resident  and the sole owner of  a business ( that  is ,  
you and the business are the same person) who bought  both 
el igible  goods for  personal  use and el igible  shor t - term 
accommodat ion whi le t ravel l ing on business in Canada.  

This pamphlet is not for you 

Due to changes to the law that  took ef fect  on Apr i l  1 ,  2007,  a 
GST/HST refund is  no longer avai lab le on most  accommodat ion 
af ter  March 31,  2007,  inc luding accommodat ion used for  business 
t ravel .  See "What 's new" on page 1 [2]  for  more informat ion.   
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I f  you are a non-resident  business and you or  your non-resident  
representat ive ( for  example,  your employee) came to Canada for  
the business,  you may have paid GST/HST on el ig ib le short - term 
accommodat ion.  I f  so,  see Pamphlet  RC4117,  TAX REFUND FOR 
BUSINESS TRAVEL TO CANADA.  

I f  you are a non-resident  who exported goods f rom Canada for  
commercia l  purposes,  and you paid GST/HST on these goods,  see 
Guide RC4033,  GENERAL APPLICATION FOR GST/HST REBATES.  

Visitor tax refund 
The fo l lowing chart  shows the two di f ferent  taxes for  which you may 
apply for  a refund.  

Goods and serv ices tax (GST)/(TPS) 6%

Harmonized sales tax (HST)/(TVH) 14%

Note 
We do not  refund any provincia l  sales tax (PST or  TVQ).   
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Who can apply? 
You can apply for  a tax refund i f  you meet a l l  o f  the fo l lowing 
condi t ions:  

• you purchased el ig ib le goods for  personal  use,  e l ig ib le short - term 
accommodat ion,  or  an e l ig ib le tour  package (See "What qual i f ies for  
the refund" on page 6 [5]  for  more informat ion) ;  

• you are not  a res ident  of  Canada when you apply for  the refund;  

• you paid GST/HST on your purchases;  

• you send us the original  receipts (we do not  accept  photocopies,  
or  debi t  or  credi t  card s l ips) ;  

• you have proof  of  export  for  the e l ig ib le goods you purchased in 
Canada (There are d i f ferent  proof  of  export  requirements depending 
on how you t ravel  when leaving Canada.  See page 14 [9]  for  
in format ion on proof  of  export . ) ;  

• each receipt  for  e l ig ib le goods shows a tota l  purchase amount  
(before taxes)  of  at  least  CAN$50 ;  
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• the tota l  of  a l l  o f  your  receipts for  el ig ib le goods,  e l ig ib le short - term 
accommodat ion,  and/or  e l ig ib le tour packages (before taxes)  is  at  
least  CAN$200 ;  and 

• we receive your refund appl icat ion wi th in one year af ter  the date 
the goods were exported or  the tax on the accommodat ion fees or  
e l ig ib le tour  package became payable.  

Note 
I f  the amount  of  your  refund for  accommodat ion has a l ready been 
paid or  credi ted to you by your suppl ier ,  you cannot  f i le  th is  
appl icat ion for  that  same accommodat ion.  

What qualifies for the refund? 
Eligible goods 
You can c la im a refund of  the GST/HST paid on goods i f  you meet the 
condi t ions l is ted in the sect ion "Who can apply?"  on page 5 [4]  and al l  
o f  the fo l lowing apply:  
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• you purchased the goods before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  

• you paid GST/HST on the goods;  

• you purchased the goods for  personal  use pr imar i ly outs ide 
Canada;  and 

• you removed the goods f rom Canada wi th in 60 days of  del ivery 
to you (see page 14 [9]  for  in format ion on proof  of  export ) .  

Eligible short-term accommodation 
You can c la im a refund of  the GST/HST paid on short - term 
accommodat ion i f  you meet the condi t ions l is ted in the sect ion "Who 
can apply?" on page 5 [4]  and the short - term accommodat ion was:  

• part  of  cont inuous accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  Canada 
that  s tar ted before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  or  

• purchased under a written agreement  entered into before 
September 25,  2006,  under which the f i rs t  n ight  of  cont inuous 
accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  Canada is  before 
Apr i l  1 ,  2009.  
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You have to send original  accommodat ion receipts wi th each c la im. 
Each receipt  must  show the number of  n ights of  accommodat ion in 
each uni t  of  a lodging establ ishment made avai lable to you.  I f  you 
entered into a wr i t ten agreement  before September 25,  2006,  send 
us the agreement or  a copy of  a GST/HST ru l ing let ter  i f  you received 
one f rom us.  

What qualif ies as short-term accommodation 
For th is refund,  shor t - term accommodat ion means the renta l  of  an 
accommodat ion uni t  in  Canada as a p lace of  lodging for  an indiv idual  
who wi l l  occupy i t  cont inuously for  a per iod of  less than one month  
and that  costs more than $20 per n ight .  For  example,  overnight  or  
weeklong accommodat ion in a hote l ,  motel ,  resort ,  lodge,  or  bed-and-
breakfast  establ ishment would usual ly be considered short - term 
accommodat ion.  

Note 
Short- term accommodat ion inc ludes camping accommodat ion.  
Camping accommodat ion means a campsi te at  a campground or  
recreat ional  park in Canada that  is  rented cont inuously as a p lace 
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of  lodging for per iods of  less than one month for the same indiv idual .  
I t  includes water,  e lectr ic i ty,  and waste disposal  services, i f  provided 
wi th the campsi te and accessed by an out let  or  hook-up at  the 
campsi te.  

Short - term accommodat ion does not  inc lude shel ter  on a t ra in,  t ra i ler ,  
boat ,  or  other  s t ructure that  could be sel f -propel led ( for  example,  
cru ise ship cabins,  t ra in ber ths, houseboats,  t ravel  t ra i lers,  and a l l  
recreat ional  vehic les)  or  an accommodat ion uni t  suppl ied under a 
t imeshare arrangement.  

Eligible tour packages 
You can c la im a refund of  the GST/HST paid on an el ig ib le tour  
package i f  you meet the condi t ions l is ted on page 5 [4] .  To be an 
e l ig ib le tour  package for  the refund,  a package has to inc lude el ig ib le 
short - term accommodat ion and at  least  one serv ice ( for  example,  a i r  
t ransportat ion or  a s ightseeing tour)  and i t  must  be sold for  an a l l -
inc lus ive pr ice.  
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Note 
See the previous sect ion for  the def in i t ion of  short - term 
accommodat ion and what  i t  inc ludes.  

You can c la im up to 50% of  the amount  of  GST/HST you paid for  the 
e l ig ib le tour  package.  The refund calculat ion is  based on the number 
of  n ights of  short - term accommodat ion in Canada inc luded in the 
package.  However,  the refund is  reduced i f  any of  the n ights of  
accommodat ion provided in Canada as par t  of  the tour  package 
are inel ig ib le short - term accommodat ion.   

Example 
You are a non-resident  and you bought  an e l ig ib le tour  package that  
inc ludes s ix  days and f ive n ights in Canada.  The f i rs t  and last  n ight  
of  accommodat ion in the package are in a Canadian hotel  and the 
other  three n ights are on a t ra in.  You paid GST of  $45 on the 
package.  

Only the two nights of  accommodat ion in the hote l  qual i fy as short -
term accommodat ion.  As the three n ights of  accommodat ion on the 
t ra in are not  short - term accommodat ion,  the refund is  reduced.  This 
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means that  the refund equals 2/5 of  50% of  the tax paid on the 
e l ig ib le tour  package.  

The refund amount is  $9.00,  calculated as fo l lows:  

2/5 x ($45 x 50%) = $9.00 

Note 
In  many cases,  tour  organizers credi t  the tax refund in the pr ice of  
your  tour  package.  In th is  case,  you cannot  c la im the tax refund.  
Check wi th your tour  organizer  to f ind out  i f  th is  refund has a l ready 
been credi ted to you.  

Quick calculation method 
For e l ig ib le short - term accommodat ion or  an e l ig ib le tour  package 
(other  than a package that  inc ludes camping accommodat ion) ,  you 
can c la im $5 per n ight  for  e l ig ib le short - term accommodat ion,  up to 
a maximum of  $75.  

For camping accommodat ion or  an e l ig ib le tour  package that  inc ludes 
camping accommodat ion,  you can c la im $1 per n ight ,  up to the 
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maximum of  $75.  However,  i f  your  camping accommodat ion was par t  
of  a tour  package that  also  inc luded food and the serv ices of  a guide 
at  an a l l - inc lus ive pr ice,  such as an outdoor adventure package,  you 
can c la im $5 per n ight ,  up to the maximum of  $75.  

I f  the appl icat ion is  for  a combinat ion of  short - term accommodat ion 
and camping accommodat ion,  the maximum refund you can c la im 
is  $75.  This maximum also appl ies i f  the combined accommodat ion 
was par t  of  a tour  package.  

Non-refundable items 
There is  no  refund of  the tax paid on such i tems as:  enter ta inment;  
meals;  a lcohol ;  tobacco products;  serv ices such as dry c leaning and 
hairdressing;  a i r ,  t ra in,  and bus t ickets;  car  renta ls ;  automot ive fuels;  
renta ls  of  t ravel  t ra i lers and other  recreat ional  vehic les;  cru ise ship 
cabins;  t ra in ber ths;  t imeshare arrangements;  or  goods that  you 
consume or  leave in Canada.  This is  not  an a l l - inc lus ive l is t .   
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How to apply for your refund 

Due to changes to the law that  took ef fect  on Apr i l  1 ,  2007,  th is  
refund is  no longer avai lable for  the GST/HST paid on purchases of  
personal  goods and most  accommodat ion af ter  March 31,  2007.  See 
"What 's new" on page 1 [2]  for  more informat ion.  

Use Form GST176,  APPLICATION FOR VIS ITOR TAX REFUND, inc luded in 
th is  pamphlet ,  to c la im a refund for  GST/HST you paid on:  

• goods purchased before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  

• cont inuous short - term accommodat ion that  began before 
Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  or  

• short - term accommodat ion purchased under a written agreement  
entered into before September 25,  2006,  and the f i rs t  n ight  of  
accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  Canada is  before 
Apr i l  1 ,  2009.  

Also use Form GST176 to c la im a refund for  GST/HST paid on an 
e l ig ib le tour  package i f :  
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• the f i rs t  n ight  of  accommodat ion in Canada inc luded in the package 
is  before Apr i l  1 ,  2007;  or  

• you purchased the tour  package under a written agreement  
entered into before September 25,  2006,  and the f i rs t  n ight  of  
cont inuous accommodat ion at  the same fac i l i ty in  Canada inc luded 
in the package is  before Apr i l  1 ,  2009.  

To c la im a rebate for  an e l ig ib le tour  package in any other  case,  use 
Form GST115,  GST/HST REBATE APPLICATION FOR TOUR PACKAGES.   

Required documents 
I f  you do not  provide the required support ing documents wi th your 
refund appl icat ion,  your  refund wi l l  be denied.  

Are you claiming a refund for eligible goods? 
Inc lude proof  of  export  wi th your c la im. We may request  addi t ional  
documents to substant iate your refund c la im. 
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Note 
El ig ib le shor t - term accommodat ion does not  require proof  of  export  
to be e l ig ib le for  a refund,  however you have to send other 
documents.  See "Are you c la iming a refund for  e l ig ib le short - term 
accommodat ion" on page 18 [10]  for  more informat ion.  

Individual goods with a purchase price of less than CAN$250 
(before taxes) 
I f  you leave by a i rp lane,  cru ise ship,  or  other  mode of  t ransportat ion 
such as ferry,  t ra in,  or  non-charter  bus,  the fo l lowing forms of  proof  
of  export  wi l l  be accepted:  

• boarding pass;   

• carr ier  t icket ;   

• export  val idat ion card;  or  

• a proof  of  export  l is ted under "Other forms of  proof  of  export"  on 
page 17 [10] .  
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I f  you leave by pr ivate vehic le or  char ter  bus tour ,  the fo l lowing forms 
of  proof  of  export  wi l l  be accepted:  

• export  val idat ion card;  or  

• a proof  of  export  l is ted under "Other forms of  proof  of  export"  on 
page 17 [ la ter  on th is  page] .  

Individual goods with a purchase price of CAN$250 or more 
(before taxes) 
I f  you leave by a i rp lane,  pr ivate vehic le,  char ter  bus tour ,  or  cru ise 
ship,  the fo l lowing forms of  proof  of  export  wi l l  be accepted:  

• receipts you had stamped by a customs of f icer  before you le f t  the 
country;  

• boarding pass/carr ier  t icket  and  customs ver i f icat ion f rom the 
dest inat ion country,  inc luding a date stamp on each receipt  showing 
the day of  arr iva l ;  or  

• a proof  of  export  l is ted under "Other forms of  proof  of  export"  
below. 
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I f  you leave by other  modes of  t ransportat ion such as ferry,  t ra in,  
or  non-charter  bus,  the fo l lowing forms of  proof  of  export  wi l l  be 
accepted:  

• boarding pass/carr ier  t icket  and  customs ver i f icat ion f rom the 
dest inat ion country,  inc luding a date stamp on each receipt  showing 
the day of  arr iva l ;  or  

• a proof  of  export  l is ted under "Other forms of  proof  of  export"  
below. 

Other forms of proof of export 
Other acceptable forms of  proof  of  export  are:  

• proof  of  regist rat ion in your home country;  

• bi l l  o f  lading or  proof  of  shipping document;  

• Canadian export  document;  

• cargo mani fest ;  
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• fore ign import  document;  or  

• notar ized af f idavi t .  

Are you claiming a refund for eligible short-term 
accommodation? 
Inc lude the or ig inal  accommodat ion receipts wi th each c la im. Each 
receipt  must  show the number of  n ights of  accommodat ion in each uni t  
of  a lodging establ ishment made avai lable to you.  

I f  you entered into a wr i t ten agreement before September 25,  2006,  
send us the agreement or  a copy of  a GST/HST ru l ing let ter ,  i f  you 
received one f rom us.  

Goods shipped outside Canada 
A vendor should not  charge you GST/HST on goods i f  the vendor 
ships  them direct ly  outs ide Canada.  I f  the vendor charged you 
GST/HST in error ,  see Guide RC4033,  GENERAL APPLICATION FOR 
GST/HST REBATES.  
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How to contact us 
Mai l  your re fund appl icat ion to th is  address:  

Summerside Tax Centre 
Canada Revenue Agency 
Sui te 104,  275 Pope Road 
Summerside PE  C1N 6C6 
CANADA 

I t  wi l l  take about  four  weeks to process your appl icat ion.  

Visitor refund enquiries 
Within Canada:  1-800-668-4748 
Outside Canada:  902-432-5608 

Email address 
visitors@cra-arc.gc.ca 
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Internet 
www.cra.gc.ca/visi tors 

See our Web s i te for  any changes that  may have occurred s ince th is  
pamphlet  was pr inted.  

Order forms 
In ternet :  www.cra.gc.ca/forms  

Telephone:   
Tol l  f ree f rom Canada or  the Uni ted States  
1-800-959-2221 

From outs ide Canada and the Uni ted States 
613-952-3741  (we accept  col lect  cal ls)  
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