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NOTE:  In  th is  publ icat ion,  the text  inser ted between square brackets 
represents the regular  pr int  in format ion.  

What to do following a death 
Coping wi th the death of  a loved one is  d i f f icu l t .  We at  the Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) recognize that  you are going through a very 
d i f f icu l t  t ime.  With th is  in  mind,  we hope we can help you by 
answer ing some quest ions you may have.  

This in format ion sheet  conta ins basic in format ion that  the fami ly  
and legal  representat ive should know to star t  set t l ing the af fa i rs   
of  the deceased person.  For  more informat ion,  go to 
www.cra.gc.ca/deceased  or  see guides T4011,  PREPARING RETURNS 
FOR DECEASED PERSONS,  and T4013,  T3 TRUST GUIDE.  

What should you do first? 
You should provide us wi th the deceased's date of  death as soon as 
possib le.  You can cal l  us at  1-800-959-8281,  or  complete the form on 
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page 13 [ the back]  of  th is  in format ion sheet  and send i t  to  your tax 
serv ices of f ice or  tax centre.  

Arrangements must  be made to stop payments and,  i f  appl icable,  
t ransfer  them to a surv ivor ,  i f  any  o f  the fo l lowing s i tuat ions apply:  

• The deceased was receiv ing the goods and serv ices tax/harmonized 
sales tax (GST/HST) credi t .  

• The deceased was receiv ing the work ing income tax benef i t  (WITB) 
advance payments.  

• The deceased was receiv ing Canada Chi ld Tax Benef i t  (CCTB) 
payments and/or  Universal  Chi ld Care Benef i t  (UCCB) payments for  
a chi ld .  

• The deceased was a chi ld  for  whom CCTB and/or  UCCB and/or  
GST/HST credi t  payments are paid.  

Serv ice Canada should a lso be advised of  the deceased's date of  
death.  For  more informat ion,  or  to  get  the address of  the Serv ice 
Canada Centre nearest  you,  cal l  1-800-622-6232.  
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Was the deceased paying tax by instalments? 

I f  the deceased person was paying tax by insta lments,  no  fur ther  
insta lment  payments have to be made af ter  h is  or  her  death.  The only 
insta lments that  have to be paid are those that  were due before the 
date of  death,  but  not  paid.  

What do you do with the GST/HST credit? 
General ly ,  GST/HST credi t  payments are issued on the f i f th  day of  the 
month in July,  October,  January,  and Apr i l .  I f  the deceased was 
receiv ing GST/HST credi t  payments,  we may st i l l  send out  a payment 
af ter  the date of  death because we are not  aware of  the death.  I f  th is  
happens,  return the payment to us.  

Note 
We administer  provinc ia l  programs that  are re lated to the GST/HST 
credi t .  I f  the deceased was receiv ing payments under one of  these 
programs, you do not  have to take any fur ther  act ion.  We wi l l  use 
the informat ion provided for  the GST/HST credi t  payments to adjust  
the appl icable credi t .  
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What i f  the deceased was single,  separated,  divorced,  or widowed 
and received the GST/HST credit? 

I f  the rec ip ient  d ied before  the scheduled month in which we issue the 
credi t ,  we cannot  make any more payments in  that  person's name or  
to that  person's estate.  

I f  the rec ip ient  d ied during or after  the scheduled month in which we 
issue the credi t  and the payment has not  been cashed,  return i t  to  us 
so that  we can send the payment to the person's estate.  

I f  the deceased was get t ing a credi t  for  a chi ld ,  the chi ld 's  new 
caregiver  should contact  us to request  GST/HST credi t  payments for  
that  chi ld .  

What i f  the deceased's GST/HST credit  is for the deceased and his 
or her spouse or common-law partner? 

I f  the deceased had a spouse or  common- law partner ,  that  person may 
be e l ig ib le to receive the GST/HST credi t  payments based on h is  or  
her  net  income alone.  I f  the deceased's GST/HST credi t  inc luded a 
c la im for  that  spouse or  common- law partner ,  he or  she should:  
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• contact  us at  1-800-959-1953,  and ask to receive the GST/HST 
credi t  payment for  the remainder of  the year for  h imsel f  or  hersel f  
and any chi ldren,  i f  appl icable;  and 

• f i le  an INCOME TAX AND BENEFIT  RETURN for  the appl icable previous 
year i f  he or  she has not  a l ready done so.  

What i f  the surviving spouse's or common-law partner 's 
GST/HST credit  includes a claim for the deceased? 

I f  the surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law partner 's  GST/HST credi t  
inc luded an amount  for  the deceased,  the payments wi l l  be 
recalculated based on h is  or  her  net  income alone and wi l l  only  
inc lude a c la im for  h imsel f  or  hersel f  and any ch i ldren,  i f  appl icable.  

What i f  the deceased is an el igible chi ld? 

Ent i t lement  to GST/HST credi t  payments for  a deceased chi ld  s tops 
the quarter  af ter  the chi ld 's  date of  death.  You should not i fy  us of  the 
date of  death so that  we can update our  records.  
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What do you do with the Canada Child Tax Benefit  (CCTB) 
and/or Universal Child Care Benefit  (UCCB) payments? 
What i f  the deceased was receiving the CCTB and/or UCCB? 

Contact  us and let  us know the date of  death.  I f  the deceased person 
was receiv ing CCTB and/or  UCCB payments for  a chi ld ,  and the 
surv iv ing spouse or  common- law partner  is  the chi ld 's  parent ,  we wi l l  
usual ly  t ransfer  the CCTB and/or  UCCB payments to that  person.  

I f  anyone else,  other  than the parent ,  is  now pr imar i ly  responsib le for  
the chi ld ,  that  person wi l l  have to apply for  benef i t  payments for  the 
chi ld  by:   

• complet ing and submit t ing Form RC66, CANADA CHILD BENEFITS 
APPLICATION,  or   

• using the "Apply for  chi ld  benef i ts"  onl ine serv ice on My Account  at  
www.cra.gc.ca/myaccount.  

Note 
I f  the deceased was receiv ing payments under provinc ia l  or  
terr i tor ia l  ch i ld  benef i t  and credi t  programs administered by the 
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CRA, there is  no need to apply separate ly  to qual i fy .  We wi l l  use the 
informat ion f rom the appl icat ion to determine the new caregiver 's  
e l ig ib i l i ty  for  these programs. 

What i f  the deceased's spouse or common-law partner receives 
the CCTB and/or UCCB? 

I f  you are the surv iv ing spouse or  common- law partner  and you 
receive CCTB and/or  UCCB payments for  a chi ld ,  you can request  that  
we recalculate the payments excluding the deceased person's net  
income. Provide the required informat ion on the form on page 13 [ the 
back]  of  th is  in format ion sheet  to make the request  and send i t  to  your 
tax serv ices of f ice or  tax centre.  

What i f  the deceased is an el igible chi ld? 

Your ent i t lement  to CCTB and UCCB payments stops the month af ter  
the chi ld 's  date of  death.  You should not i fy  us of  the date of  death so 
that  we can update our  records.  
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Are you the legal representative? 
You are the legal  representat ive of  a deceased person i f :  

• you are named as the executor  in  the wi l l ;  

• you are appointed as the administ rator  of  the estate by a court ;  or  

• you are the l iquidator  for  an estate in Quebec.  

As the legal  representat ive,  your  responsib i l i t ies under the INCOME 
TAX ACT inc lude:  

• f i l ing a l l  required returns for  the deceased;  

• making sure a l l  taxes owing are paid;  

• le t t ing the benef ic iar ies know which,  i f  any,  of  the amounts they 
receive f rom the estate are taxable;  and 

• obtain ing a c learance cer t i f icate to cer t i fy  that  a l l  amounts owing to 
the CRA are paid.  
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I f  you are the legal  representat ive,  you may need informat ion f rom the 
deceased person's tax records.  Before we can g ive you th is  
in format ion,  we wi l l  need the fo l lowing:  

• a copy of  the deceased's death cer t i f icate;  

• the deceased's socia l  insurance number;  and 

• a complete copy of  the wi l l  or  other  legal  document such as a grant  
of  probate or  le t ters of  adminis t rat ion showing that  you are the 
legal  representat ive.  

You should a lso g ive us your address so that  we can reply d i rect ly  to 
you.  Send th is  in format ion to your tax serv ices of f ice or  tax centre.  

Note 
As the legal  representat ive,  you may wish to appoint  an author ized 
representat ive to deal  wi th the CRA for  tax matters on your behal f .  
You may do so by complet ing Form T1013,  AUTHORIZ ING OR 
CANCELL ING A  REPRESENTATIVE.  
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What is the due date for the final tax return and any balance 
owing? 
The deceased's f inal  return and any balance owing are due on or  
before the fo l lowing dates:  

Period when death occurred Due date 

January 1 to October 31 Apr i l  30 of  the fo l lowing year 

November 1 to December 31 Six months af ter  the date of  death

Note 
The due date for  f i l ing the T1 return of  a surv iv ing spouse or  
common- law partner  who was l iv ing wi th the deceased is  the same 
as the due date for  f i l ing the deceased's f inal  return indicated in the 
chart  above.  However,  any balance owing on the surv iv ing spouse's 
or  common- law partner 's  return st i l l  has to be paid on or  before 
Apr i l  30 of  the fo l lowing year to avoid in terest  charges.  

I f  the deceased or  the deceased's spouse or  common- law partner  was 
carry ing on a business dur ing the year when the death occurred,  the 
fo l lowing f i l ing due dates apply:   
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Period when death occurred Fi l ing due date 

January 1 to October 31 June 15 of  the fo l lowing year,  
a l though any balance owing is  s t i l l  
due on Apr i l  30 

November 1 to December 15 June 15 of  the fo l lowing year,  
a l though any balance owing is  due 
s ix  months af ter  the date of  death 

December 16 to December 31 Six months af ter  the date of  death 
( inc luding any balance owing)  

I f  you f i le  the f inal  return late and there is  a balance owing,  we wi l l  
charge a late- f i l ing penal ty .  I f  you do not  pay the balance owing f rom 
the f inal  return in fu l l  by the balance due date (whether  Apr i l  30 of  the 
fo l lowing year or  s ix  months af ter  death of  the indiv idual ,  as 
appl icable) ,  we wi l l  charge interest  on the unpaid amount .  The 
interest  wi l l  s tar t  to  accumulate f rom the day af ter  the balance due 
date.  
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Previous year return 

I f  a  person d ies af ter  December 31,  but  on or  before the f i l ing due 
date for  h is  or  her  return for  the immediate ly  preceding year (usual ly  
Apr i l  30) ,  and that  person had not  yet  f i led that  return,  the due date 
for  f i l ing i t ,  as wel l  as for  paying the balance owing,  is  s ix  months 
af ter  the date of  death.  The due date for  f i l ing the same pr ior  year  
T1 return of  a surv iv ing spouse or  common- law partner  who was l iv ing 
wi th the deceased is  the same as the due date for  f i l ing the 
deceased's pr ior  year  return.  However,  any balance owing on the 
surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law par tner 's  return st i l l  has to be paid 
on or  before Apr i l  30 of  the current  year to avoid in terest  charges.  
The f i l ing due dates for  previous year returns that  are a l ready due but  
which the deceased had not  yet  f i led,  remain the same. 

How do you contact the CRA? 
To f ind more contact  in format ion go to www.cra.gc.ca/contact  or  i f  
you need help,  cal l  us at  1-800-959-8281.  

I f  you would l ike any of  our  publ icat ions,  go to www.cra.gc.ca/ forms,  
or  cal l  1-800-959-2221.  
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Request for the Canada Revenue Agency to update records 

Complete the information below concerning the deceased 

Name of  deceased:  

 

Deceased's socia l  insurance number:  

 

The deceased's date of  b i r th:  

Year  Month  Day  

The deceased's date of  death:  

Year  Month  Day  
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Address:  

 

 

 

Complete the applicable information below concerning the 
surviving spouse or common-law partner 
F Please update the surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law partner 's  

mar i ta l  s tatus and recalculate the CCTB and/or  UCCB. 

F Please update the surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law partner 's  
mar i ta l  s tatus and recalculate the GST/HST credi t .  

F Please reassess the surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law partner 's  
return to a l low a c la im for  the GST/HST credi t .  

Name of  surv iv ing spouse or  common- law partner :  
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Surv iv ing spouse's or  common- law par tner 's  socia l  insurance number:  

 

Signature of  surv iv ing spouse or  common- law partner :  

 

Date:  

 

Your name: 

 

Your address:   
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Your te lephone number:  

(  )   

Your re lat ionship to the deceased* :  

 

*  In  addi t ion to any personal  re lat ionship you may have had wi th the 
deceased,  p lease speci fy  whether  you are the executor ,  
administ rator ,  or  l iqu idator ,  or  i f  you are act ing in some other  
capaci ty .  

PRIVACY ACT Personal  Informat ion Bank number CRA PPU 040 


